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Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival 
By Ken Hamill 

I arrived at the Atlanta Airport Marriott on 
Wednesday 1:00 PM and was informed that self 
parking for those attending the airborne awards 
festival was free. The attendant unloaded us in a 
friendly and efficient manner and took the 
luggage cart to the lobby while I parked the car.  
The front desk called to verify that the room was 
up to my liking.  I asked for a fridge & more 
towels and soon had them.  We unpacked and 
headed downstairs to register with the host 
Atlanta Chapter.  Annette Purcell and P.E. Wolfe 
worked registration and were very courteous as 
they did their thing.  Isaac Epps was a great help 
to anyone needing help.  We visited the PX and 
Minnie from Texas had lots of nice things.  Her 
vast collection of pins representing every branch 
of service drew a lot of customers.  We saw 
perhaps 40 to 50 airborne connected people in 
the hotel the first day.  The hospitality room was 
open for folks to come and go at their leisure.    
About ten men and women worked the 
hospitality room.  They kept the tables provided 
with snacks, ice on the soft drinks, tended bar 
and served us food and drinks.  They had draft 
and canned beer, wine, booze and soft drinks to 
go with the snacks.  At 5:00 PM they brought out 
the evening meal.  Mostly sandwiches made of 
meat, cheese, and a few mixed things on rye, or 
white bread and croissants.  We enjoyed the 
company of Jim and Jerry Strickland and several 
new friends.  I also spent some time with Bill 
Patenaude who was my point man for a while in 
Vietnam, when I was a Platoon Sergeant in 
Delta Company, 3rd Bn, 173d Airborne Brigade.  
It was a good evening and we stayed until 
around 8:00 PM.  I took a bunch of photos.  We 
took friends to the Memorial Luncheon on 
Thursday.  There were a couple dozen people at 
cocktail hour just prior to the official gathering.  
The Marriott prices were very high at their 
portable bar:  $7.50 for a highball, $7 for wine, 
$5.50 for a beer and $4.00 for a glass of… 

…ginger ale.  About 70 people attended the 
luncheon which started at noon. Atlanta Chapter 
Chairman Gil Gilliland introduced special Guests 
and Pastor Ogy Sneidze explained the missing 
man table and performed the invocation.  The 
meal of fruit, chicken, asparagus, rice, dessert 
and coffee was very good.  A candle lighting 
ceremony followed.  Volunteers were introduced 
and they moved to the front of the room to light a 
candle.  Each candle represented a war or 
conflict where paratroopers made the ultimate 
sacrifice, WWII to the present.  On command, 
the Fort Benning Color Guard retrieved the 
Colors.  Ogy Sneidze then gave the closing 
prayer.  It was a very solemn ceremony and a 
memorial luncheon to remember.  We gathered 
at a salon room for a class about “sequestration” 
– meaning the military would save money in 
every way possible.  The planes would fly less, 
the paratroopers would jump less, and the 
soldiers in training would shoot less.  We then 
received a briefing about the duties of the 82 
Airborne Division.  A briefin DVD had been sent 
to Atlanta from Fort Bragg.  The Colonel at 
Bragg spoke to us on a phone hookup while Gil 
Gilliland monitored and asked questions.  The 
supper meal was a mix of sandwiches & salads. 
On Friday, most people attending took the bus 
to Benning for the airborne demonstrations.  We 
looked around Atlanta.  We caught the free 
Marriott shuttle to the Airport.  Bought a Breeze 
Card and caught a MARTA train for the 35 
minute ride to Lenox Square and Lenox Mall.  It 
was a $6 round trip.  The Friday supper was 
Chick - Fil - A sandwiches with chips, dip, olives, 
pickles, beer, wine and a lot of good hearted 
conversations.  Saturday breakfast, I ate at the 
main bar and eatery where they featured an 
excellent buffet for $13.60 with senior discount. 
The 101st Abn Div briefing started at 10:00 AM.  
I was told the ladies brunch was a nice buffet 
followed by free Bingo with good prizes.  It was 
a gorgeous day so we spent an hour or two 
sitting in the sun and reading by the pool…   
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…The Saturday evening banquet was spectacular.  It 
looked like 200 people attended.  The men wore 
dress blues or civilian coat and tie.  The ladies wore 
colorful dresses.  Army people in attendance paid 
their own way, I’m told.  It was a great roast beef 
dinner with all the trimmings.  We had two Captains 
from the Airborne School at our table, they were 
women.  Both were lovely and looked great in their 
dress blues.  The guest speaker was LTG Allyn, CG 
of 18th Airborne Corps.  General Allyn has made four 
stars and now commands U.S. Army Forces 
Command.  FORSCOM is the Army’s largest 
command.  It was an excellent Airborne Fest in 
Atlanta.  The dates for the next Atlanta Airborne 
Festival are 2-5 April 2014.  I look forward to next 
year’s Atlanta Airborne Festival, please join us!!!  
 
  

  
 

Jerry Strickland lights a memorial candle 

 

Gil Gilliland, Isaac Epps, P. Wolfe & Annette 

Purcell greeted and registered us when we arrived. 

 

 Rakkasan and Korea veteran, CSM Bob Gilbert 

received a ROK award presented by LTG Allyn 

 

Memorial Luncheon candle lighters including Jim 

and Jerry Strickland wait their turn. 

 

Airborne School CSM and Battalion Commander 

with LTG Allyn and Gil Gilliland 
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Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival 

Isaac Epps was very helpful 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Hospitality Room 

All volunteers were helpful and friendly  

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Hospitality Room 

All volunteers were helpful and friendly  

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Hospitality Room 

A great sign and the DI looks real 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Hospitality Room 

Jerry & Jim Strickland represent the 508 very well 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival PX pin display 

Bill Patenaude point man D Co, 3
rd

 Bn, 173 Abn Bde 
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82 Abn Div Assn President Harold Schroeder and 

his wife Edna in the Hospitality Room 

 

The lovely Hospitality Room Volunteers prepare to 

serve Supper 

 

The Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

Almeda Medlin, Nita and Pete Howard 

 

The Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

The Strickland’s are ready in coat and tie 

 

The Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

Ogy Sneidze gives the invocation 

 

The Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

This Gold Star Mother sat on the Dais 
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Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

Candle Lighting Ceremony 
Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

A Rakkasan veteran does the honors 
 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

Gil Gilliland does the honors 
 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

A WW II veteran does the honors 
 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

Isaac Epps does the honors 
 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Memorial Luncheon 

Ogy Sneidze gives the closing prayer 
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Gil Gilliland prepares to give a class on 

“Sequestration” 

 

Chow line in the Hospitality Room 

 

Jim Strickland in the Hospitality Room 

 
Jerry Strickland in the Hospitality Room 

 

Gil Gilliland presents a class about the 101
st
 

Airborne Division 

 

The Saturday Ladies Brunch was a fun time with 

Bingo, Door Prizes and good food 
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Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 
Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Jeanie Adkins-Peine and Leon Peine 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Annette Purcell & Rock Merritt 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Bill Patenaude D Co, 3
rd

 Bn Point Man on left 
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Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 
Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Past 82 Abn Div Assn President Bill Eberle 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Two Airborne School Captains enjoy the fest 

 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Gil Gilliland and Ogy Sneidze 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

W. Snow, Bob Gilbert & Pete Becerra 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 
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Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Color Guard Posting Colors 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Ogy Sneidze delivers invocation 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Randy and Mrs. Glancy 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 
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Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Annette Purcell at center 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Color Guard NCOIC at the ready position 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 
Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 
Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 
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Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 
Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 
Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

Georgia Tech Chorus Entertains 

 

Atlanta Airborne Awards Festival Banquet 

WWII Veteran receives award from LTG Allyn 
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Randy Glancy receives award from Gil Gilliland 

 
Dick O’Donnell of 508 F&F receives award 

 

LTG Allyn receives award from Gil Gilliland 

 
Team 162 Vietnam Airborne veteran receives award 

 

CSM Bob Gilbert a former Rakkasan receives an 

award for his Korean Service. 

 

Four veterans received Korean Service awards.  

Three were Rakkasan Paratroopers 
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               508 AIRBORNE 
  CHAPTER CHAIRMAN                 
  Ken Hamill  
  2207 Coventry Drive  
  Columbus, GA 31904-5034 
  Telephone:  706.327.3207    
  E:  khamill@knology.net 

     
TAPS - 508th PARATROOPERS 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Ronald J. Frydenlund,            Jamestown, ND            
Dog Co. 508 ARCT 1952-53,         26 Nov 2012 
Richard F. Grasso, AAM             Dadeville, AL 
Easy Co. 508 ARCT 1955-56,        12 Feb 2013 
Frank Mahmet, AAM          North Olmsted, OH 
Easy Co. 508 ARCT 1954-56,          5 Sep 2012  
Conley L. Moffett AAM         Annandale, VA 
Love Co. 508 ARCT 1951-52,        16 Dec 2012  
Arthur Mooney       Sparta, TN 
Charlie Co. 508 ARCT 1951-54,       June 2012  
Walter O. Stacey AAM   Schuyler Falls, NY 
HQ 2 - 508 ARCT 1951-52,              2 May 2013  
 

 

  

Annual Members …24 
Affiliate Members…12 
All Americans….....301 
Total Members..….337 

Approximately 40 of you annual members 
forgot to renew your membership for the year 
2013.   It will cost $35 for the current year or 
$175 for a life membership.  

 
Some of you may remember a couple of 
years ago when there was considerable 
discussion about forming a 508 PIR 
Association.  The Regimental Sergeant Major, 
CSM Sturdivant wanted to form an 
association comprised of our 508 Chapter, 
the active duty chapter members of the 508 
Parachute Infantry Regiment and the Family 
and Friends of the 508 PIR Association.  Dick 
O’Donnell and I exchanged pleasantries 
about attending each other’s reunions at the 
time.  I provided chapter member names and 
addresses to Dick so he could attempt to 
sign people up in the Friends and Family 
Association.  It was my thought at the time 
that if I died suddenly, the chapter…  

 
 
…administrative duties could be assumed by 
someone in the Family and Friends 
Association.  I have had very little serious 
volunteer talk from anyone in our Chapter 
and I continue to age.  I saw and spoke to 
Dick O’Donnell at the Atlanta Awards 
Festival.  Dick does not want his Friends and 
Family 508 PIR Association to merge into any 
kind of 508 PIR Association.  He likes things 
as they are, so it looks like we will remain as 
very separate organizations.    
  
All members; All American Life, Affiliate & 
annual can send Education and Wounded 
Warrior Fund donations to me  with the 
membership application found on page eight 
of our Devils Digests.  Please fill out the App 
appropriately – I only need your name and 
the amount if you are a Life Member.  
National will thank you publicly by printing 
your name and donation in a Paraglide.  If 
you donate to our Chapter, I should send you 
a Chapter Thank You Card !!!    Hoooaaah!          
 
John and Joan Brown wanted to buy some 
508 Airborne Regimental Combat Team 
Shoulder Sleeve patches. We ran their 
request for help in the March Devils Digest 
and John Cassiliano responded.  John 
recommended that anyone interested in 
military pins and patches call Hoover 
Manufacturing at number 800.223.1159   

 
  

 
June 2013 Treasurers Report   

Printing expense March 2013:             $143.01 
Treasurers Report Mailing Mar 2013:    $1.72 
Newsletter Envelopes 3 Jun 2013:        $31.16  
Chapter Account as of 4 Jun 2013:   $2969.11 
Our Chapter Bank Account includes the 
$1565.40 targeted for our troops in the future.   
 

 
 

I missed the deadline for sending Convention 
Delegate Certification to National this year.  
National received our certification on 30 May 
– 20 days late.  Santiago Tijerina would not 
accept our certification so the 508 Chapter 
will not have representation in Indianapolis.  I 
will not attend the Convention this year. 

mailto:khamill@knology.net
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SUPPORT CO. 508 ARCT ASSN REUNION 

By Ken Hamill & Jim Strickland 
 

The Support Company 508 ARCT Association will 
hold their annual reunion 11-14 September 2013 in 
Nashville, TN.  Members of the 508 Chapter of the 
82 Airborne Division Association are invited to 
attend.  An unlimited number of Chapter and 
Support Company members can meet and 
celebrate together.  In some years past, 
attendance was limited to the number of people 
that our rental bus could carry.  We will not rent a 
tour bus at this 2013 reunion in Nashville, so 
several dozen people can attend.  The host hotel is 
plenty big, beautiful and offers fine amenities. 
 
The Holiday Inn Opryland / Airport is a full service 
hotel including a restaurant and a bar with live 
entertainment.  The cost will be $99.00 plus tax 
and includes two free breakfast meals each day.  A 
free hospitality room with free ice will be provided, 
where we can bring in snacks and drinks to include 
alcohol if we desire.  The hotel offers 
complimentary airport shuttles every 20 minutes 
between the hours of 5:00 AM to 11:00 PM and a 
shuttle to Opry Mills Mall four times daily.  The 
rooms offer two queen size beds or one king size, 
your choice when registering.  Reservations at our 
special rate can be made for 3 days before and 3 
days after our reunion.  The Holiday Inn Opryland / 
Airport  Hotel  reservations  number  in Nashville is 
1-866-871-1171.   Please make your reservation 
as soon as possible.  The cutoff date for our 
special rate is August 12, 2013. 
 
The registration fee for this reunion will be $45.00, 
which is based on the $35.00 banquet dinner cost 
per person and $10.00 for miscellaneous 
overhead. 
 
An optional group activity is planned for Thursday.  
We will do the Midday Cruise aboard the General 
Jackson Showboat, a paddle wheel riverboat.  The 
river cruise will start at 11:15 AM and return at 2:30 
PM.  The cruise will include a southern buffet lunch 
with live entertainment.  The cost for a Showboat 
cruise ticket is $54.25 with taxes and gratuities. 
 
Members of the Support Company, 508 ARCT 
Association will have their Showboat Cruise tickets 
paid for by their association treasury.  Each 
member can bring one registered guest on the 
boat… 

 
 
 
…free of charge.  If you have more than one guest, 
they must be paid for separately at $54.25 each. 
 
508 Chapter Members who are not Support 
Company Association members will pay $40.00 for 
one Showboat ticket, plus $40.00 for one 
registered guest.  The 508 chapter treasury will 
pay the additional $14.25 for each member and 
one guest.  If you have more than one guest, they 
must be paid for separately at $54.25 each. 
 
A Registration form is included on page five of this 
newsletter.  Please complete the form as soon as 
possible and send it with your check to James 
Strickland, 1478 Oakwood Avenue; Kannapolis, 
NC  28081, Tel # (704) 932-0973.  Completed 
forms are our only method of determining how 
many people we need to make arrangements for. 
 
The hotel is only three exits from Opryland, there 
you can tour Opryland Hotel, which is open to the 
public and has numerous shops.  Opryland Mall is 
a very large facility offering shops of all varieties. 
There are several Dinner Theaters such as “The 
Best of Nashville Night Life” a country dinner show 
in the Opryland complex. You may take a taxi 
downtown for $25.00 and if a group wants to go, 
you can ask for a minivan taxi, which will carry six 
people for $25.00.  The Ryman Auditorium, the 
original “Grand Ole Opry” along with other 
attractions can be enjoyed within a comfortable 
walking area.  You will receive a packet from the 
Nashville Tourist Bureau on arrival and may select 
places to visit in the downtown area. 
 
The Holiday Inn Opryland / Airport Hotel was very 
impressive, the employees were very nice and the 
arrangements were exceptional. 
 
On 17-19 April 2013 the Planning Committee of 
Jim Strickland, Jim Heyward, Jim Grimes, Earl 
Christy and Jud Haverkost met in Dickson, TN to 
make arrangements for our annual reunion.  Also 
present were Judy Frances, Paulette Grimes, 
“Speedy” Gonzales, Frieda Primm, Frank and 
Amber Gonzalez, Ken Hamill, Sandra Haverkost, 
Sue Lutes and her sister and Jerry Strickland, plus 
several other members of Speedy’s family.  It was 
a mini reunion and we had a lot of fun.   At dinner 
on Thursday night we had twenty people present. 
 
The 508 Chapter will celebrate with the Support 
Company Assn every year.  Come join us. 
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SUPPORT COMPANY 508 ARCT ASSOCIATION REUNION REGISTRATION FORM 
11-14 SEPTEMBER 2013, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

 
SUPPORT COMPANY ASSN MEMBER:  NAME: ____________________________________________________   
 
 STREET_____________________________________ CITY_______________________________  STATE_______ ZIP_________  
 
 PHONE  #: __________________________   CELL #: ___________________________  EMAIL: __________________________    
 
 SUPPORT COMPANY SPOUSE / GUEST:  NAME: __________________________________________________   
 
 STREET_____________________________________ CITY_______________________________  STATE_______ ZIP_________  
 
 PHONE  #: __________________________   CELL #: ___________________________  EMAIL: __________________________    
 
508 CHAPTER MEMBER-NOT SPT CO ASSN:  NAME: ________________________________________________   
 
 STREET_____________________________________ CITY_______________________________  STATE_______ ZIP_________  
 
 PHONE  #: __________________________   CELL #: ___________________________  EMAIL: __________________________    
 
 508 CHAPTER  SPOUSE / GUEST:  NAME: ___________________________________________________________   
 
 STREET:____________________________________ CITY:______________________________  STATE:______ ZIP:_________  
 
 PHONE  #: __________________________   CELL #: ___________________________  EMAIL: __________________________   
  
HANDICAP NEEDS:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 FEES:  REGISTRATION FEE:  $45.00 EACH FOR MEMBERS AND GUESTS. 
 
   SHOWBOAT CRUISE FEE FOR SUPPORT COMPANY MEMBERS AND ONE GUEST WILL BE 
                             PAID FOR BY SUPPORT COMPANY 508 ARCT ASSOCIATION TREASURY. 
  
  SHOWBOAT CRUISE FEE FOR 508 CHAPTER MEMBERS AND ONE GUEST IS $40.00 EACH. 
 
  SHOWBOAT CRUISE FEE FOR OTHER GUESTS IS $54.25 EACH. 
 
TOTAL NUMBER TO ATTEND:  REUNION:____;   SHOWBOAT CRUISE:____;  TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED:$_________ 

 

MAIL TO:  James Strickland; 1478 Oakwood Avenue; Kannapolis, NC  28081 
Telephone Number:  704.932.0973 

The Holiday Inn Opryland / Airport, 2200 Elm Hill Pike, 
Nashville, TN 37214     Telephone #1-866-871-1171 

Our midday cruise vessel, the General Jackson Showboat, 
a paddle wheel riverboat is shown above. 
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Jim Srickland at Dickson, TN gathering to plan for 

the Support Company Assn reunion in September 

 

Earl Christy at Dickson, TN 

 

Jerry Strickland at Dickson, TN 

 
Sandra Haverkost at Dickson, TN 

 

Speedy Gonzales lives near Dickson and joined us 

 
Jud Haverkost at Dickson, TN 
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Frank Gonzales lives nearby and served as our guide 

in the Dickson and Nashville areas.  Thanks Frank.  

 

Jim Grimes at Dickson 

 

Judy Frances at Dickson 

 

Amber Gonzales at Dickson 

 

Sue Lutes on right with her sister, Jackie Morgan 

 at Dickson, Tennessee 

 

Paulette Grimes at Dickson 
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Sandra Haverkost & Ken Hamill at Dickson 

 

Amber Gonzales & Jim Heyward at Dickson 

 

Sue Lutes sister, Jackie Morgan on left and Amber 

Gonzales at Dickson 

 

Jud & Sandra Haverkost at Dickson 

 

Amber Gonzales & Earl Christy at Dickson 

 
Paulette & Jim Grimes at Dickson 
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Sue Lutes & Jim Heyward at Dickson supper 

 
Frieda Primm & Speedy Gonzales at  

Dickson supper 

 

Sue Lutes and her sister, Jackie Morgan at Dickson, 

Tennessee supper 

 

Gonzales Family Members at Dickson supper 

 

Speedy Gonzales, Judy Frances & Sue Lutes 

At Dickson supper 

 

Gonzales Family Members at Dickson supper 
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Wednesday supper at Dickson, TN 

 
A Planning breakfast at Dickson 

 

Thursday planning breakfast 

 

Frank Gonzales led us to the first hotel on the list in 

Nashville, Tennessee 

 

The Holiday Inn Opryland / Airport Hotel was the 

only hotel we evaluated in Nashville 

 

The Holiday Inn Opryland / Airport Hotel is 

beautiful and has great amenities 
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Nashville Holiday Inn Registration Desk 

 
Nashville Holiday Inn Registration Area 

  

 

Nashville Holiday Inn   

 
Nashville Holiday Inn   

 

Nashville Holiday Inn Public Restaurant 

 
Nashville Holiday Inn Public Restaurant 
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Nashville Holiday Inn Front Entrance and  

Registration Area 

 

Nashville Holiday Inn Front Entrance and  

Registration Area 

 

Nashville Holiday Inn Guest Room Restaurant taken from Small Hospitality Room 

 

Nashville Holiday Inn Small Hospitality Room Nashville Holiday Inn Small Hospitality Room 
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Nashville Holiday Inn larger Banquet and 

Hospitality Room 

 

Ivories Lounge Entrance from the public restaurant 

 

Ivories Lounge Sign 

 
Ivories Lounge Bar and Dance Floor 

 

Nashville Holiday Inn Indoor Pool Nashville Holiday Inn semi-private dining area 
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The General Jackson Showboat, a paddle wheel 

riverboat will take us on the Luncheon Cruise 
The General Jackson Showboat Ticket Office 

The General Jackson Showboat, a paddle wheel 

riverboat will take us on the Luncheon Cruise 
 

The General Jackson Showboat, a paddle wheel 

riverboat will take us on the Luncheon Cruise 
 

The General Jackson Showboat pier is located next 

to a small shopping area 

  
s 
 

The Night Life Dinner Theatre is also located in the 

small shopping area 
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A PARATROOPERS MEMORIES #1 
By Ed Slocum of HQ3-508 ARCT 1955-56 

All American member Edward A. Slocum of 
Headquarters Company, 3-508 ARCT 1955-56 
and Sumter, SC has written his life story.  
Searching for the Yellow Brook Road is the book 
title of Ed’s life story.  Ed would like feedback 
from us.  If we spot an error, pass on the 
correction so Ed can fix it. 
Article #1 starts now.  PROLOGUE  Once a 
Paratrooper, Always a Paratrooper. 
Looking through the open door of the United 
States Air Force C119 flying boxcar in November 
1955, I almost lost my footing when the aircraft 
hit a severe downdraft.  I was momentarily 
suspended in mid air as the deck dropped away 
from me then jumped back up to slam into the 
soles of my jump boots while our aircraft tried to 
right itself. The propellers changed pitch as they 
bit into the cloudy, heavy air. On the flight deck, 
the pilots struggled to regain the lost altitude 
needed to fly safely through the mountain pass. 
    Warning lights by two open doors located at 
the rear of the aircraft changed from red to 
yellow meaning the aircraft was 4 minutes from 
our assigned drop zone on Mori Mountain, 
Kyushu Island, Japan.  I remember that several 
paratroopers were sick from the turbulence, and 
I was feeling a little queasy myself as I waited for 
the chance to exit that pitching rocking, aircraft.  
A long four minutes passed. The normal chatter 
and bravado of my buddies including Ron 
Boring, Max Nobida, and Frank Bachman helped 
to distract me from thinking about wanting to       
puke.   This was to be a live fire training exercise 
for my unit, Headquarters Company, 3rd Infantry 
Battalion, 508th Airborne Regimental Combat 
Team.   
     I was assigned to the Pioneer and 
Ammunition Platoon as a demolition specialist. 
Our platoon of some 30 paratroopers provided 
ammunition and engineer support to four line 
infantry companies and one heavy weapons 
company.  As a demolition specialist, my job was 
to use explosives to aid in our military mission as 
"shock troops" and to do what the mission 
demanded - to fight and win.  Aboard the C119, I 
checked my equipment again. Like my 
comrades, in addition to a main parachute and…  
 

 
 
 
…smaller reserve parachute, I carried my 
individual weapon and equipment such as a 
radio, compass, knives, etc.  As a demolition 
guy, hanging below the reserve parachute on my 
chest was a 17 pound satchel charge consisting 
of a plastic like explosive designated by the 
Army as composition #3. The blasting caps 
needed to detonate the satchel charge were 
encased in a special container to ensure the 
blasting caps would not explode prematurely. 
These blasting caps were stored in my right jump 
pants pocket on the side of my thigh. 
     A few minutes earlier the jump master, who is 
the person in charge of the aircraft had given out 
the first of the seven jump commands. The first 
is a warning: (1) "Get Ready." Next was (2) 
Standup (3) Hook up. Upon this command, each 
jumper took a static-line that was attached to his 
parachute and hooked over an anchor cable 
running the length of the aircraft. This static-line 
opened the main parachute automatically as 
paratroopers exited the door and fell away from 
the aircraft.  The next command was (4) "Check 
Equipment." Upon this command all of us 
checked our personal equipment to make sure 
that it was tied down and all locks locked. We 
inspected the trooper in front of us making sure 
that his parachute was not in any way impeded 
from opening. The jump master bellowed (5) 
"Sound off for Equipment Check." The last man 
in line and furthest from the door would yell out 
his number #12 Okay and he would slap the 
buttocks of the person in front of him. The slap is 
needed because there is so much noise that you 
can't hear what's being said. In turn, each person 
in line repeated the yell and slap, until the 
jumpmaster heard #1 OK. Hearing the command 
(6)"Stand in the Door" the first jumper turned and 
shuffled towards the door, placing both hands 
outside the door, stood with his forward foot half 
out of the aircraft ready to jump.   
     The propeller driven wind stream is going by 
at about 120 knots while we are waiting for the 
aircraft to reach the jump point. All jumpers are 
watching the jump master who is looking down 
checking that Mori Mountain is in view. When the 
drop zone is under the aircraft and in the correct 
position, the pilot will initiate a green light 
indicating exit the aircraft.  The Air Force Crew…     
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…Chief confirms the order. When satisfied Mori 
Mountain is indeed under the aircraft, The 
jumpmaster gives the final command (7) "Go" 
and the first jumper exits the aircraft, his chin 
pressing against his chest to avoid whip lash 
injury; his arms tucked in close to his body; 
hands are pressed against his reserve parachute 
with his right hand laying above the pull handle 
needed to activate the emergency reserve 
parachute. The jumper keeps his legs pressed, 
together, as he falls down and away from the 
aircraft, counting off 4 seconds needed for the T 
10 main parachute to deploy. The jumper shouts 
to himself "1000, 2000, 3000, and 4000." As this 
time lapses, gravity is pulling you down; you are 
falling away from the aircraft, and the parachute 
deploys. The jumper pulls his head back and 
looks up to make sure he has a canopy over his 
head. If no canopy, then the parachute 
malfunctioned. It's time to correct the problem, 
including activating his reserve parachute if 
needed. 
     If that doesn't work, in your final seconds on 
this earth, just remember as you hurdle towards 
the ground and are about to meet your maker, if 
it weren't dangerous and potentially lethal, the 
United States Army would not be paying you 
hazardous duty pay. The standard joke in the 
airborne is that if the parachute doesn't work, 
take it back to the supply and complain.  After all, 
the troops call it "Dicing with Death in the Sky."  
Danger like this attracts a very distinctive group 
of volunteers, risk takers who proudly wear the 
silver jump wings of a paratrooper. To avoid 
injury when landing, you make believe you're a 
corkscrew using five contact points of your body; 
the balls of your feet, the calf sides of your legs, 
the side of your thigh, the buttocks, and finally 
the shoulders or flat on your back. A good 
parachute landing fall, combined with superb 
physical conditioning prevents injury.  If there is 
too much wind on the drop zone your parachute 
will re-inflate and behave much like a powerful 
sail boat under full sail. It will drag you. You must 
stop the parachute or serious injury can result if 
you collide with rocks or trees. Of course, if it 
pulls you into deep water, you can drown. To 
reclaim safety, you reach up on one of the risers 
next to the ground and pull it down to the… 
 

 
 
 
suspension lines and keep pulling until you spill 
the air out of the parachute. Unhook the still 
packed reserve parachute; hit a quick release 
button releasing the harness, and get out of the 
parachute.      
     We next assemble, and load our weapons. 
Ammunition and equipment is gathered up and 
we move quickly towards the preselected 
assembly area.  
     To digress a moment, the approximately one 
hour time that it takes to assemble an airborne 
unit is a time of great danger. An Army fights as 
a team. Prior to unit assembly, that airborne 
team consists of many solitary individuals. 
Therefore we always hurried to the assembly 
point, but even so, it takes almost an hour to 
deploy a fighting force on the ground.  
     One of the things that airborne forces do to 
ensure that we are not vulnerable to enemy 
counter strikes is to make the parachute drops in 
darkness and jumping from low altitudes.  The 
preferable time would be just before daybreak. 
Airborne troops are shock troops inserted deep 
behind enemy lines to create havoc with their 
supply and support and to seize a strategic 
objective. 
     As I am writing this some 56 years after the 
events, paratroopers are being phased out 
worldwide. We are being replaced with 
helicopters and drones.   

 
TO BE CONTINUED 

 

 
  
 

 

Don’t Forget to fill out Page 5, 
the Registration Form so we 
can celebrate with you in 
Nashville, Tennessee.

Think about attending the next 
Atlanta Airborne Festival 2 – 5 
April 2014.  I’ll remind you now 
and then in our Devils Digest.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 508 CHAPTER, 82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 
FORMAL NAME (No Nicknames)_____________________________________  DATE OF BIRTH ___________________ 
 
 STREET____________________________________________ CITY___________________________________   STATE_______   
 
 9-DIGIT Zip___________________  ASN__________________________   (or) SSAN (Last 4)_______________________    
 
 MARITAL STATUS________________  SPOUSE’S NAME ________________________   NUMBER OF CHILDREN______ 
 
 OCCUPATION_____________________________  HOME #: (_____) ______________    CELL #: (______) _______________ 
 
 EMAIL____________________________________  SIGNATURE______________________________________  DATE________ 
 
____ ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FOR YEAR 2013 $35.00     +   Wounded warrior_____     or    Ed Fund_____     Total Sent_____ 
 
____LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP ($250.00 FOR 49 YEARS AND UNDER OR $175.00 FOR 50 YEARS + )  $_________________ 
 
____ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY, RESERVE, NAT. GD – Current Rank and Date of Rank: ________________________________ 
 
____RETIRED MILITARY – Retired Rank and Date Departed Active Military Service_____________________________________ 
 
____MILITARY VETERAN – Rank and Date Departed Military Service________________________________________________ 
 
508 UNIT:  Co_____: Bn____: Location______________________      FROM MO/YR_____________ TO MO/YR______________ 
  
 Combat Tour   Location: ___________________________________   FROM MO/YR_____________ TO MO/YR______________   

NEW MEMBERS MUST INCLUDE PROOF OF AIRBORNE QUALIFICATION 

MAIL TO:   KEN HAMILL; 2207 Coventry Drive; Columbus, GA 31904-5034 
 

ROBERT L. HAGANS AWARD 
Robert L. Hagans of HHC & B Company 3-508 
Fort Kobbe, Panama Canal Zone, Mar 65-Nov 
66 and Kahlotus, Washington received the Dr. 
James A. Jackson award for Magnificent 
Contributions to the 508th Airborne Chapter. 

 
 
 
Bob was high donor among the many generous 
donations received from our members in 2012…  

 

 
 
 
…It was the third presentation of the Dr. James 
A. Jackson Award for magnificent contributions 
to the 508 Airborne Chapter of the 82 Airborne 
Division Association.  The first recipient was Dr. 
Jim Jackson; the second recipient was Algirdas 
“Al” Vaitkus and now we add Bob Hagans. 
Thank  you Bob and congratulations!!   Hooaaah! 

The face plate of the James A. Jackson Award 
presented to Robert L. Hagans is depicted above. 

Robert L. Hagans, on the right, receives the  
Dr. James A. Jackson Award from his son Jason. 
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