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THE OPERATIONS OF THE SOS8TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY
(82D ATRBORNE DIVISION} NORMANDY, FRANCE, 5-10
JUNE 1944 (NORMANDY CAMPAIGN)

{Personal Experience of a Regimental Demclition Officer)

INTRODUCTT ON
Thls monogiruph covers the operaticms of the 508th

Parachute Infantry Regiment, 824 Airborne Division, during
the Normendy, Frence, cempaign for the period % - 10 June
1944,

The participation of the Reziment wae as an assault
unit of the “3econd Front™, this latter being considered the
fingal, and Knockout, phase of the grand strategy to eliminate
Netional Sociallsm and Hitler, and to reducs and return
*Fortress Buropa® %o its originel and less war-like tenents.
(1)

The demands for a c¢ross-channel ianvasion of the Continent
had bpeen heavy, conetant and urgent elmost from the moment
Germeny completed her comquest or France. (2) Postponements
of this invasion had commenced in 1942 when the Allies, notably
the Americans and British, felt that an adeguate force was
not avajlable, in addition to an innbility(to.pféﬁérly mount
ths force for the sea-borne movement. Almost simultanesously
with the precading ractors, politicel pressure that oould not
be dlissipated was appearing, calling for an invesion of the
"soft under-belly" of Europe. (3} The assumption of the
Italian campaign forosd a setback to & channel-coast D-Day
ut within o short time the Joint Chiefs of Staff realized
that further delsys would only make the task that much more

{1) AL, p. 1; (2) A2, p. 28; (3) A-%, p. 316.




difficult, hence the Spring of 194# was selected &g the
time to produce the all-cut sffort. {4}

Selmsetion of the target area posed mamy problems, not
the least of wkich were estimates of enemy capabiiities and
actions to the vast logistical hurdles. Likewise, a target
dete that would allow for proper preparation, yet not waste
& moment, wa2 required. The decislon finally agreed upon
made the Cotentin peninsule of Normandy, France, the scene
of the executicn of the com encement of Uperation OVERLORD,
with Y-Day seleoted as 1 Jume 1944 and D-Duy to be shortly
thereafter. (5}

THE GENERAL PLAN OF ASSAULT - FIRST U, S. ARMY

The inltial assault aeross the beaches bhetween Cherbourg
and Le Havre was to be made with the First U. 5. Army on the
right {west) snd the Second British Army on the left (east).
The two armies would be under the 21st Army Group British,
commanded by General Bernerd L. Montgomery. Lisutenant General
Omar K. Bradley would command the First U. S. Army. {6)

For purposes of continmulty, the plans and actions of only
the First U. 8. Arny are discussed, and that phase of Operatlon
OVERLORD, NEPTUNE , which consisted of the esteblishment of
the beaclhead end the cpening moves toward the capture of
Cherbourg. ({7)

First U. B. Aray was composed of V Corps and VII Corpe
with thelr landing sones generally northeast to southeast
of Ste. uere Zglise, and labelled Utah and Onabm beaches

respoctively. The [irst wave of troope was scheduled to go

(4) A-3, p. 2, 5; (5) A<, p. 2, 53 (&, 7] A=3, p. 3, 5.




down the ramps of their assault craft at 0630 hours on
D-Day with the 4th Infantry Division leading the VIYI Corps
sffort and the 90th Infantry Division in the Corps follow-up
posltion. {8}

The 82& Alrborne Division, to be attached to the ViI
Corps upon Janding, had a&s its gene&al missicn the task of
clearing and securiung spscific inland, operational aress,
protecting the flenxs of VII Corps as it came inland and
turaed north to Cherbourg, end preventing enesy reserves from

reinforcing their coastal defenses. {39)

THE ENELY SITUATICN

In the general operational area of the 82d Airborme Divi-
sion, norih <f the lins Coutances - Carentan in the Cherbourg
peninsunia, intelligence sources placed the total number of
enemy troops at approximately 75,000. {10)

Three infantry divisicns were reliably identified as
being the 9lst, 2434 and 799th. The remainder of the forces
was made up of marine, neval, coast artillery, airfleld, flak
and aszorted corps and ground force troops. In addition,
there were apprximately 10,000 Organization Todt workers. (10a)

The general guallty of the enemy wes mized as to age,
morale, physteal condition, nationality and battle experience,
but these pecple were expected to fight weil, at ieast as long
a8 they were manning guns aund positions. The three dlvislons
located In the area were ciasgifled as static and were composed
of older men and men wifit for arducus fileld duty. ZForeligners
and prisoners of war comprised a large percentage of the total

strength. The divieions were immoolle and intended for coaetal

{8) A-1, p. 6; (9) a-1, p. 1; {10) a, A~8, intellligence
ANDsX.




defense. {10b)

The Germen pian of defsnase ocalled for the coastal
Line to be heavily fortified with comcrete emplaceuents,
strong poiats, underwater obatacles, etc. Behind this iine,
from 50 to 200 miles from the coast, were the moblle reserves.
The Key to the Gerian scheme of defense wes the rapid counter-
attack commitment of reserves. (10¢c)

It was accepted that every unit would have a definite
anti-airborns plan, with personael desighneted and appropriate
transportation, srms &nd equipment sllotted and beld in

readiness.

THE REGTMENTAL WISSION AND PLAN

with a sufficlent bmckground knowledze of First Aray's
plans epd desires, the Eid Airborne Division outiined its
missicn as follows:
%To land astride the Merderet hiver and to seize, clesr and
secure the general ares Neuville au Plain - Ste. Mere Eglise -
Chet Du Pont - Etienville - Amfreville. In addition, it was
to destroy the crossings over the Douve River and be prepared
to adgvance t¢ the west on VII Corps order.” {il} (See Map A4)
A8 one of the assault reglments of tLe 82d Adirborne
Pivislon, the 508th Paraschute Infantry Regimental Combat Team
wes ordered on D mioue 1 - D-Dey to lend by parachute to:
{1) Seize and destroy the erosaings of the [ouve River at
Beuzeville-La Bastille end Etieavilie.
{2) Eeize, orxanlie and defend the general area Renoul -

Etieaviile.

{10, b, e} A~8, intelligence anmex; (1l) A~4, p. 2.

6




{3}

(4}

(5}

Assembie one battalion without deley in the viocinity

of Guattevilie as Force A resarve. (Force A consisted

of all perachute elements committed hefors dawn of

D-Dey; Foree B, glidar elements committed before and

after dewn of D-Day, end Force ¢ to be committed by sea

to land between D plus 2 and D plus 7.)

Clear and secure the regimental sector and meintain

aggressive patrolling to the limits of that sector.

Be prepared on Division order, to advence to the west

to the ilne of the Douve River. (12)

CT 508 consisted of: 508th Parachute Infantry less
detachments;
Corpany B, 307th Englneer Bettalion
{A/B}, less one platoon, attached
upon landing of Foroe A;
Rattery B, 80th A/R AA Battalion,
attached upon lending of Foree B. (13}

To accomplish the preseribed tasks, the Rogiment assigned

missicns as follows: (See Map A)

(1)

(2)

lst Battallon, with demolition section attached, will
constitute Force 4 reserve and will wove Lo aree generally
south of Guetteville.

3d Battalion, with demolition section attaeched, will
8eize, olear, organize and defend the area generally

eapt and south ol Renouf. One company will be designated
e8 Hegiwental reserve and will not be ocormitted without
suthority of Regilmentel CO. Upon arrival of zd Battalion
in Regimentai reserve arsa, this company wiil be relesased
to Battalion CO.

{1z, 13) A-5, p. 1; persocaal knowledge.




(3} 24 Battalion, with demolition seetion and Company B,
307th A/B Engineers less cne platoon, attached, will
deatroy the bridges soross the Douve River at Etienviile
&nd Beuzeville~Le Bamtllle. Upon oowpletion of demoli-
tions, the Battallion, leas attachments, will: (&) Rsvert
tc Regimental reserve; clear the Régimantal area, less
the Jd Bettalion sector, of ell enemy resistance snd
cccupy and prepare for defense; (b) Designete one company,
under Battalion control, to protect the southern flank
of the Regiment by seizing and defending Picauville
and praventing reconstruction of blown bridges at Etien-
ville and Beuzeville-Le Bestille,

{4) Battery B, 80th A/B 44 Battalion, will place guns in

direct support of Regiment at predetermined positicns. {14)

Y-Dey, the day by which sll clenning was to be completed
- and troops held in reasjiness, had besn established as 1 June
1944. The briefing of Rezlmentsl starfs was accomplished on
Y minus 60 and Battaifon steffs on Y migus 30. {15)

Forece A planned to approach the Cherbourg peninsula
from the west, flylng between Alderney and Guernsey Islands,
-and making e landfall in the vicinity of Surteinvilie. The
Force wes to d;op betwaen 0l00 and 0315 hours cn the night
of D minus 1-D-Pay on thres drop zomes. The broad missions
of the tws other parachute assault regiments were as follows:
{a} The 50%th Parachute Istantry was to land east of the
¥erderst Rlver about 1000 yerde northwest of Ste Mere Eglise

{14} A~5, p. 1 {15} a-4, p. 1, 3.




and secure the general area Neuville Au Plein - Ste Mere
Eglice - Chef Du Pont - Le Port; (b} The 507th Parachute
Infentry was to lend west of the Merderet River about 1000
yards north of Amfreville and securs the general area
Amfreville - Gourbesville. Foroce A Headguarters was to land

with the 508tL Parschute Infantry end locats within the
Reglrente) sector. ({16)

D-DAY MINUS :

On or about Y-Day, the Regiment, less the bese and
seaborne echelons, moved to the speclal carps establisned
on the airfields from which the troops would enpleme. The
ist and 3d Bat.talionég 'werc::. situeted at Folkingham, and the
%d Battalion and Regimentel Headguerters Company at Seltby.
Alao at the latter rield wers Force 4 Headquarters and Company
B {-), 307th 4/B Engineers. Thesze airfields were located
in the midlands or England in the vicinity of Nottingham, (17)

All personnel were guartered within bengars, and the
messing and houseikeeping facilitiass were handled by Juarter-
master companies purposely allocated For these dutie=. With
the exception of 1laison perties, all persomnel were sealed
within their aress and striet guard and counter-inteliligence
meusures were In effect. (18)

It was at theae airfields where enlisted personnel
received their briefing on the variocus missione. Situsticn
rooms had been set up in large tente, containing sand tebles,
asria) photos, maps, eto. Parsonnel were brisfed and checked,

Rot only on their own particular mlasions, but were acquainted

{16) A-4, p. 1, 3; (17,18} Personsl knowledge.




with missions of surrounding units. | {19}

Maps were issued and details memorized, English pounds
exchanged for French francs, escape kits distributed, weapons
inspected and olled, and the meny hundreds of details necessary
to the success of the mlssion were gone over, azain and agein.
Planez were lomded with the heavy bundles containing radlos,
engineer squipment, heavy weapone and emmunition, ratioms,
madicel supplies, etc. In addition to the recks utilized
undsrneath the plemes, bundles were placed in the cabins of
the plenes to be thrown out of the door with the first man
to Jump. {20)

By 4 June 1944, 811 was in readiness fpr the invasion
but the sllied D-Dey was pcstponed for 24 hours due to weather
conditions, and at 2315 hours, 5 June 1944, the first planes
of the Regiment were winging their way to France. One half
bour prior to the takeoff of the main body, tbe Regimental
pathfinder team had departed to precede the Reglment and mark

the drop zone to be used. {=21)

D-Li¥
The planes of the Troop Carrier flest eféectad the

rendezvous with their sir cover near the southern tip of
Englapnd end, &8s the planes wers to pegs over the seaborme
invezlion fleet, the cabin end wing lights of the planse were
left on for identification purposes during this pericd in
order to savoid the tregio misteke committed in a prsvious
eirborne agsault when American parachutists wers shot down

by friendly neval and ground forces. (2Z)

119.20,2;}-Poxqopnl knowledge; (22) A-b, p. 33,




Mozt of the personnel in tha rlanes alept during the
fiight to the French coest. 'The flight acrose the channel
waz st low ievel to avold alerting enemy radar as much as
peasible. In this cocnne¢tion, there were misg diversionary
Tiighte apna dummy drops to further attempt confusion. Tha
- weather was extremely clear apg viaibllity was excellent.
A wide swing wes wede arouud the tip of the Cherbourg penin-
suls and through the intervel betwesn the Channel Islands,
It was 8~ this point that the Regiment haed its first taste
of enemy action through his attempts to bring down planes
with machine gun fire from Alderney Islend, Fortunsately, his
renge was very short. At this time-the parachutists were
alerted and the commend was glven to "Stand up end hook up".
As the lsndfall was made the Plenes dropped to 700 rfeet and
passed over the town of Surtainville, the town being easlly
identified with the help of & bright moon. Up to this point
the visibllity had been excellient and the formation of the
planes nad been a tight and well-controlled V of ¥'s. However,
between this landfeil and the drop Zones, a heavy cloud forme-
tion tended to separate the elements of the flight asnd this
scattering was further aszgravsted by the evasive action taken
by the individual planes when heavy antisircraft fire and enexy
night fighter activity was. encouutered. By the time the ares
of the drop zones was reached, the plahes wers well seattareq
and were flying at excessive speeds and altitudes, higher end
lower than those ideal for jumping. {23)

Despite the fact that the majority of the planes dia not

583 euy marked drop zones, when waat was thought to be the

{23) Personal knowledge.




drop zone was resached, the green light and signal to "o
waB given and the Regiment lended in France betwesn 0208 and
0220 hours, 6 June 194k. (2]

The Regiment znow faced the most diffienlt accomplishment
a parachute unit encounters - & nilght assembly. The Battalions
had planned to effect their assemblies through the use of
lights, but due to the nature of the terraln obscuring any
light iese than 40 feet high (the Regiment's were only 25 feet)
plus those lights lost and smeszhed, only one light was known
to be erected and utilized and that was from Reglmental Head-
querters Compemy, {25}

Initial enemy rsaction to the lagding was prompt and
severa, and Talrly hesvy small arrs snd wachine gun fire on
the ground made u proper reorganlzation impossible. An upuspal
and significant feature developed in that after the landing of
the troops, except for those Germens actuslly sngaged with the
varachutists, the mejority of the enemy attam~ted little
aggressive action until daybre-: . _(25a} The Keglment had
been scattered widely in the drop with the bulk of the forece
landing east of the planned drop zone, snd some personnel
dropping ailmost In Cherbourg. Littie or no equipment was
recovered fram the containers due to the resistemce on the
drop and becauss much of the equipment had landed in the
Merderet River and its swemps and tributaries. {26)

The Reglment was divided into weny small groups, each
of which began to fight 1ts way individually to assemblies.
Company G had besn dropped practically intact and recrganized
with most of 1its persounel ana sguipment in the vioinity of

{% “'7. P+ 1, personal knowledge; (25’25.} A9, p. 6, 13; -

Personal knwlo&so.




Ste Mere Eglise. There had besn very little resistance on
the ground in their particular ares to interfers with &
prompt reorganization. (z7) Dus to the considerable
dispersion and error in the drop, the sccomplishment of the
assigned misslon of the Regiment becams stalomated. With
this elrcumstance in mind, sctions wers directed toward
acconplishing whet was considered the next most irportent
mission, the securing of a crossing over the Merderet LKiver. (28)
The Regiment generally asserbled in four groups (see
kap A) - Group L commanded by Colonel Lindquist, Regimental
C0; Group W commanded by Major Warren, ist Battalion Executive
Officer (leter Battalionm CO when it. Col. Batcheller was KIA);
Group S ¢ommanded by Ii. Col. Shenley, 24 Battalion €O and
Group G, which was Company G under Captain Novek. Hach &roup
was & composlite unit consisting of parschutists from sach
Reglment of both airborne divisions, with the majority being
members of the S08th, {29}
Group L assembied in the viecinity of La Fiere, Tought
it way south along the railroad embankment to where the
highway crossed the railroad 25C0 Y&rds west of Ste Mere Eglise.
It then turned southwest along the highway to cross the Merderet
fiiver and move to an aree northeast of Etlenville with the
Bope of contacting other elements of the Reglment and carrying
out the nmission assigned, However, ths Group encountered a
Jerman strongpoint defending the bridge across the Merderet
kiver B00 yarde west of the railroad. (a} with some esslstance

{a) This position contelned 18 men, and eciviiian reporte
stated thet the night of 5-& June wei the first time
the position was manped during the entire German ooou-

pation.
(27) Porscna




from members of a company of the 505th (whqse original mission
was to seize this bridge), the Group wiped out the Germen unit
but was unable to c¢roes the river due to beavy enemy fire
from the westeran approeches to the bridge. It then retreced
its steps, captured La Fiere ebout 1300 hours, amd having
made contaect witi the Comnending General of Force A, was
rellasved by the 1st Battelion of the 505th. The Group then
took up a defensive position around the railroad viaduct and
the crossing of the Ste Mere Eglise road. The enemy, later
identifled as the 9kst Infuntry Division, generally held
positions slong the west banks of the Merderst River. {30)
Group W, originally 25 strong, orgamized south of the
planned DZ and fought its way north to & point ebout 500 yerds
gast of Plicauvilie where the strength was inereased to about
50 when it pleked up the 508th Pathfinder team. (The team
stated that their equipsent had been smeshed on the drop and
they were unabie to funection properly.) The Group then con-
tinned woving north, seizing a pusition on high ground asputh
of Guetteville with the intention of attacxling the town. By
now, only 100 strong and having no weapons other than carbines
and ¥-1's, the plan for an attsek was sidetracked when a force
of Germens, estimeted mrt ¢ battalion mnd reinforced with iight
tepks and self-propelied guns, attacked out of Guettevllle.
The aettack was beaten off and the Group continued to snips
at the enemy until ebout 1900 hours when the aﬁgagement was
broken off and the Group joined Group S, with whom it had made

contact, about L00 yards east of Picauville. The ground

(30) A=4, p. 6; A-7, D. 1.
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Tormerly beld south of Guetteville had besn the area previocusly
designated for the Force A reserve (lst Battalion). (31)
Group S, originally of plstoon strength, assembled north
of Piceuvilie, fought off a group of Germapa reinforeed with
four light tanks and & battery of light artillery during the
morning. (This was apparently tha same force engaged by
Group W.) Avous hoon, Group S broke off the action and moved
east, picking up about 150 more officers and men, and occupied
& defensive position sbout 1000 yards east of Picauville where
it was later jolned by Group W with whom 1t had made contact
by SCR 300. The combined groups now totaled about 350, with
three IMG's, oue BAR and one &0mm mortar tube, plus individusl
arts. Witk so few heavy wespons and so large an enemy forge
between them end their vission {civilians reported thet Picau-
ville was a Geryen bivouac area with a prasent strength of
500 and tbat Etisoville contained over 500}, Group 5/W moved
off tu accompiish the 03¢ rission it thought possible - secure
8 crossing of the Merderst River. At nightfall, the group
movYed unqer cover of darkness to Hill 30, Just west of the
Kerderet River apd southeast of Guetteviile, and orgenized
for ali-around iefense. {32} Duripg the initisl actions
of Group S, the COMIARAiLZ general of the Germen 9lst Infantry
Division, Lieutsnsnt General Falliey, was gilled by an officer
of the group. (33) He had left his CP in a chateeu in Plcau-
ville, with his driver, with the intent of proceeding to Ste
dere Iglise to get an astimate of the situatfon there. This
koowledge was gained froe the driver who was taken PW.
(31) A~7, . L, 2; Aek, D, 6; A-9, p. 6; {32) A-7, p. 2;
mq &i A=9, p. B, personal knowledge; {33} Personal

knowledge; statement of Captain Malooim Brenmen, 3d Ba, 11




Group @ moved from its assembly ares nesr Ste Mere
Egliass and secured the sast end of the causeway asoross the
Merderat Rlver at Chef Du Font and occupied poaitions
defending the bridge thers after routing about a company of
Gerpaos whoe had been defending the town end the bridge from

well dug-in positioms. |34)

U PLUS 1

From its position at the railway underpessa, Group L
was ordered north toward Neuville iu Plein to clesy the ares
and protect the Diviciocn's north flenk agsinst panetration,
The Uroup remsined in a defensive position from 0630 hours
tarcugh the -orning until it was agaln ordered by Division to
nove to Chef Du Pont, joining and conaolidating with Group G
and mopping up numercus Germen strongpolnts surrounding the
town. At 2330 hours, a patrol from the Group, headed by Lt.
walter Ling, crossed the lerderet River, weds contact with
Group S/W ani retumed to Group G, now the lozetion of {he
Rogimental CP. (35)

Group S/W hed compieted the organization of Hill 3a,
and coustant patroliing resuited in the kaocking out of enemy
wortar sad ertillery posiiions and toe destruction of com-
sunication lines running west, Approximately ten eguipment
bundles were recovered in the vicinlty but none contalned
bwdly needed heavy weapons, ratlions or medieal supplies,
Radio contact was epteniished with Group G at Chef Du Pont.
A roadblook consisting of two relnfoxrced platoons was get up
o8 the west snd of the causeway from Chef Du Pont and made

the contnot wita the pubrul from Growp L. By 2000 hours,

(34) A-7, p. 2; (35) A=k, p. 85 A-7, p. 2.




the complete ares surrounding Hill 30 was under control and
the enemy probing which had xept up ell day wes halted and
pushed bvack, (%)

By 2400 hoyrs, the strength of the Regiment was raported
to be 25 per.unt..

At 1900 hours, elements of the division, other than the
508th, had made contact with advance units of the ith Infantry

Division just nortn and east of Ste Mers Eglise.

U PLUS 2
In &n attempt to contac; the 10lst Airborne Division,

patrols were iispastched south from Group L (Regt CP) at 093C
hours %o tie towns of Le Port and Carguebut. The twno patrolas
encountered strong reaistance at both localities, so a force

of two companies under the ecommand of Captain Roysl Taylor
' was fent out early im the atterncon. Both companles were able
o move into Carquebut because of the inacourate Germen fire
buzzing high over their heads. ¥uye enemy moved into poBitions
withln bulidings, but, as the troops prepared to assault, the
Gernans cams out with their hands up. The force kilied 15 and
captured 6 oIfficers, 7 NCO's and 102 privates, = much stronger
utlé then Vaptain Taylor's. vne half of the farce was then
sent to mop up enemy resistance in Le Port and thae other half
to Eturvilie. Approximately 50 more prisoners were taken in
both towns and coutnct wae made with elements of the 10lst
Just north of Hiocavilile. Group L was now redisposed ami ocou-
pled positions esst of the Merdere: River from Le Port to a
polat one kiloweter north of Chef Du Pont. (37)
{36) bh’g&.” A-T, P+ 25 (37) A~h, D. 10; &-7, p. 2

'y 33
Personal ledge; mumn of Captain’ Barry Al‘ori.ght md
ip‘l'-&.in mamwiiuup-, 506k 1947, :




Group /W, on Hill 30, was heavily sngeged on three
sides by Gernan infantry. The enemy attecked the roadblook mll
day with about e battalion, plur tanks, mortars snd artillery.
Saveral sharp tank counterattacks were repulsed. Contact
with Group L was denisd patrols due to excessive aneﬁy activity
and observation. The enemy forces were fineliy driven off
after dark by a night attaok made by Lisutenant Woodrow Millsaps,
Lieutenant Lloyd Palette {later XTA} and & 30-men croup.
Severe fighting eosued and about 30 Germans were killed in
hand-to-hand action, and the remainder withdrew. No prisoners
were taxen. At 1600 hours, the Division artillery was in
position with seven 75mm peck howitzers on the sast side of
the Herderet River between Chef Du Pont and Ste ¥ere Eglise,
snd through SCR 300 communication relayed from Group S/W to
Oroup L to the ertiliery, well ad justed fire was placed on
assaulting enemy troops. Lisutensnt Berry Albright was able
to call fires, almost down upon himself, that wiped out a
battery of ememy howitzers that were bunched up on A road

preparing to oceupy firing positicns, (38}

D PLUS 3

Acting on Division orders to defend in place, Groups L
and S/W-had:no. activity-worthy of note during the sorning
sxcept the destruction of small enemy groups by patrols. At
1130 hours, Group L recelved verbal orders by phone to move
& group of at least Battallon slze north to La Fiere to assist
in establishing a bridgehead across the Merdsrst Hiver by the

causeway south of La Flere. Group L moved out, crossed the

(38) A-4, p. 10; A-7, p. 2, 3; Personal Knowledge; Staiements
2; gnptain Barry Albright and Captain Woodrow Millsaps, 15 Qct
57 « : '
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river snd mopped up the mree between Hill 30 end Guettsville

and ocoupled a position on the right flask of Group S/W. The
Regiment now nhed a bridgehead protecting the two crossinga

of the Merderet River. A provisional group of Service Compsny
personual esnd the reer CP remalned in Chef Du Pont with the
torward CP on Hill 30. Company K wag placed in Le Pori to
protect the Division's soutn flank. Spasmodie artiltlery fire
was placad on the east bank of the Merderet River throughout
the night.

Group S/W, along with Group L, repulsed a sharp anemy
counterattack from the direction of Amfreville betwesn 1930
and 2100 hours. At noon, Lieuteusant Colicnel Mendez, 3d Batta-
lion CO, with ten men, reported into the posiiion. He had
been on the move with this emall group since D-Day, ambushing
Germans and destroying communications as far west as La
Bonneviile, eight ikllometers away.

At 1900 hours, the Regiment received the plans of the
358th Infantry Regiment, 90th Infantry Division, to pass
througin our lines at 0400 hours, D plus 4 (10 June) in an
attack to seize Etienville. {39)

D PLUS 4
The 358th Infantry Hegiment attacked through the Regl-

mental position around Hiil 30, at 0500 houre, encountering
no inltial resistance. At 1700 hours, the rear CP moved up
to Hill 30, and with the exception of Company H at Le Port
and a demolition detachment st Chef Du Pont, the 508th wes

for the first time lssomhling e & Regiment in one area since

{39) A=, ». 11; A7, p. 3; Por-nnnl.knowlodaq.




taking off on 5 June.

The Division was relieved within the Merderst bridgehead
by the 9Gth Division. The area Neaville Au Plain - Ste Mers
Eglise - Chef Du Pont had been secursd in addition to the
Nerdsret bridgehead desplte severe fighting and resistance.
Losses had been heavy but the Geruan 9ist Infantry Division

bad been virtually destroyed from top to bottom. {40)

ANALYSTS ANG CRITICISM
In an analysis ang sritique of the operatiocns of the
Hegiment, certain phases shall be touched upon that might be
termed peculisr solely to parachute organizations,

1. The prior planning, preparations eng orders, boté
by bigher and lower echelons, were exact apnd complete. How-
ever, the status of development of Speciallzed equipment fcf
parachute units was not sufficiently advanced to provide Yor
better and more comaunication fecilities; praétical and work-
able individual homing devices for night assembly; methods of
controlling the dropping or squlpment. containers to assure
thair safre Tecovery in good condition, and iast, but uot least,
finer coordination and training with the Air Corps 4o assure
the delivery of the troops over the proper drop zouwss at the
oropger times in good Tighting condition.

2. Lsack or sufficlent numbers of automatic weapons and
mortars creatad groat handicaps and resulted in meny avoidabls
casualities; however, the uafalling tourage, aggressiveness
and fotelilgsncy dlsplayed at all times by all troops ocompen~
sated for thess kendiceps.

3. Despite the mcourate knowlsdge of the terrain and

{40} Peroonal know: vige.




dralnage sysiem of the operaticnal area before D-Day, & true
ploture of the difficulties presented by the hedgerows and
flooded banks of the rivers could only be understood by those
who wers forced to assault these hedgerows and those who
landed in five feet of water where none was supposed to exist.
The proximity of these same rivers, the Douve and Merderet,
also accounted in part for the scattersd dropping of the
pereonnel due Lo the confusing of theiy landmarss by both
Pilots ané jumpmasters.

4. It was fortunabe that senior officers of the
Regiment were entirely familiar with all the detalled missiocns
of the Divislon which enabled them to quickly ama deoisively
direct their groups and efforts toward the accompllshmeat of
missions other then their own im ©the most likely and possible
priority of importance.

5. The enemy initlaliy indicated his mettle as evidenced
by persistence and stubbornness whers feasible end en wunwilling-
ness to give ground easily and cheaply. However, had hs been
able to follow his geieral techaigques succesafully, the estab-
lishmeat of the bridgehead might have been more castly and
delayed, His losses in men and materiel greatly exceeded our
own,

6. Colonel S, L. A. Marshall, GSC, Himtorlcal Officer
for thas European Theatre of Operations, stated this concerning
the preliminary operations around La Flere: "In all of the
eirborne operations of the ET0, the Merderet bridgehead opera-
tion by slements of the 82d Airborne Division wae the one

attendsd by the greatest difficulties and handicaps, & lerge




measura of which was directly due to the Taulty circumstances
of the drop aud the inordinate handicaps of the individual
assembliea.”

7. Xor oxtraordinery heroism andg outstanding per-
formance of duty in action in the initial assauit on the
norta coast of Normandy, France, & June 1944, a Presidential
Unit Cisation was awarded the 508th Parschute Infantry Regi-
ment under the provisioans of General Order No. 26, Headquarters

First U. S. Ammy, 17 June 1944.

LESSONS
The lessons learned and emphasized duriag the operation
were: o

1. The value of @fﬁ;it leada;;@ cannot be
oyer-emphasjized in training.— In parachute operations particu-
lariy, whers szall, isclated STouUps ars compelled to function
for sxtended periods of time without relief or assistance,
the fuii end exdacting exercise of leedership 1s essential,

2. Tt is most importent that every officer, regardless
of grede, and NCO's and enliated men whers practicabls and
possible, be briefed on tihe mission of the Division aus & whole
and understand in a deneral way the priority or importance
of the Division's objectives, and how the subordicnate unitse
of the Division intend to selze these objectives.

3. Prompt, ezzressive action by each individual 1ls
impsrative, regardiess or eneny interference, and wust be
insisted upon in training. an individuel or unit that "holes
up” and does nothing 1s doomed. An airborne unit has the

initlative upon landing; 1t must retain it.




4» A knowledge of artillery end its adjustment of
fire is a "mysi" for all officers and, if possible, to key
NCO'S. Even with s sial) percentage of weapons im action,
the support available more than justifies any lmcking fires.

5. It is essentisl and @08t important that the hours
of darkness be used for the seizure of key points and oblectives.
Enemy reaction bscones ineresasingly violent with dayiight.

6. Adeguets and functioning communication facilities
are vital to the rapid apd suscessful accomplishment of the
mission.

7. The element of surprise presents the possessor with
& heavy advantege. In operations of this size and sgope, the
possession, or laci, of surprise may well be the balence of
power .,

€. The uature of tha terrain made the BAR, with its
mobility, Ffire powWer, range and welght, a highly desirable
WeApOR. More of thew should have been available with st least
twe to & squed and Juzped on the individual,

9. Trainlag policies rfor the opsraticn wera sound,
and the use of agll opportunities for the injection of reallsm

pald dividends. This was particuiarly true of night operationa.

g
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