3rd Company, S.T.Re
Fort Benning, Georgis
25 Fay 1947

Subject: Insertion to I"onograph
To: Militery ETistory Committee
The Infantry School
Fort Denning, CGeorglsa
l. &% tvne time I prepared my monograﬁh Tfor delivery
in Pebruasry or March T h=d not received suthentic informa-
tion on one phsse of the action described. Reference had to

be mede to & sometimes insccurate Regimentel History. Other

officers questione&'were also ignorant of full details.

2. DRecsause my monogreph was used as part of source
naterial for =z lecture or sn girborne oper=tion and might
sometime be used agein, I reguest that the fellowing letter

reerpte--received long efter the wonogreph was subnitted--
be ettached to eéch of the two e¢oples along witi: this

explanstory letter.
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1. "im Company hed no incidents to spesk o concerning the

loading end teke off. There wazs plenty of time allotted co thot

4!

there were nc 1;:§ rintvte ek, T oCo rerernber thot oitor g Jumpe
recter rcpcxted to me that allqplanes nere O.F. I checked and found

nﬂt about helf the nsrs-recks were cocked, The only Tomezl class

T cen rererber con para-rocks mes neld =2t Canp Yacksall (BT'LH: L

DI FELI %YT SLTT. Ao, COUTDED T OVORMATIV Q0N 3 ITULY, RTTTRIEL
TO UoA THTLY Fr0RTTy pfruRs Tels SRpnd.caR Cfiﬁgflﬁn:)

£. The wrieiing was the wesi i aeve sttended. rerticulerly so
tgcense of tae etiivude of fthe pliots. “aen we leIlt the brief'ing
room I beileve tue jumpmasters haed great confidence in the job the
,Qir eorps wouid do. This is in contrast to Yormandy where tne pllots
seemed to tslke the brieiing s 2 big jORG.(fn DETINITE CH. Nu:E FOR
THT REITTAR IN aTILTUDE EAL «RISTH N L2804 1ulul Cefrdlad ~iLuls;
Pty U0 UL HOYiCzy, wiClooiny maleoon GSHOC LG Moaldloos T diGliadl
rinOio UERN FO EUnd B PURLGIT Uial 1hﬁi.)'
b. The Tlight® il Wwas uneveﬂtiul.untll'we reacued gg;ﬁgggggg§gg.

&8 e wers btoid in the briefing ue zol souc very neavy fiax. "A" Co.
being second in the coluwwen seewmed to ceteh wost of it. UWO pleles
were it s¢ tediy they hed to feil cut ol tiae convoy. JLeese Were the
two thet jumped in Germsny. By tne time tuey regeined jumping &iti-
tude tuey were pest the DZ snd just inside wermany. All parairocpers
£0% oul except lor orne man zn¢ vhey =1l eventually got back to 5CE. -
i& tuey nad sitout Y11ty prisoners iyom ick Lck crews U would =&y they
dig & dern £o0d job. une or ihe pianes crasuea with Loss of all the

erew, L neave nevel seard sLout Vg Chuel plane.... dltd tue eX-

-



_ceynion cl tiae WO pliesnes oue jumﬁ was exncerient and ve vere agseiioied,
Bl viie above exceplticon, and on ouy way 1lSlue Ol all LOUT.
4. fithin ¢ fgil 60U caber lwe Judp "A" Co. dud Two PALLULE
on their wey VO T.g objeciive & pisuned. Lontact tuloug.n wOLTS LOW-
ever lesitse only alcus wel g;nutua.(iﬂxthg BN EBane & HAidim GV ol
Lall Juliku uUQ cob'S run WITTaL utmi)

He due marcea L0 lae cuvjecvive waes (@inost; uwieventIiUle.ses HVEly-
one seoived digring in. 1 scon foulnd out cas’ tae cunpany was not

in tee best training shedCe... 1 dound tnait 1 wes one ¢i the fewl wao

53111 heg & (.T)Mine in nis posscesion on the (firsi; cpjective....
vervone haa the iced teasl the meet. ol loe JOL‘%URLQ TCoBL ey &l

1v sod Cedlr Gp tu LhaT peikv.e whaet wes souewnat wy owh lupilessliol
wité 2 atlll velleve 1l we uad warched straight to the bridoe Zron tie
-

- . =3 C e o S - eie — =TI S I ST A I 1y [ et PR I 1 0 TR TR
L e goutld aove LEd¢ 1b wiltuoutl o fisht. (ZBGuu;J QF MTE G AAT TTRIMAR

=

CUTCTITI T /T e A Dy ST VR et T T e e s = U G S n L B B O P A ) T S Ty g
GBI O AETOR O ALY snd THTE S20RT Misn 10 doitaralny raled, bidalid

e R B b S e S P R ey T T SRT T o a e o P AY T STV L SR
LS lm g o e sl iy L ukla v laide ol 4 wpeasi Wil i Grrindly VoAV b, dabiug
I S TR SN 3 s ST T G RS TP W SO W, @TTDAR
S PRI R O Bl 00 wib abes TU 0D iloh or ewilied A SR . 4

SN Yoo LT
o wwuawl) Ladiay Lo

A

SRipun TTH OVE 21 HaD JE OB wopn TO BE:Cg i1 owilre laii. 1, FHEBE-

SO ALY, EaTE TUNCE CYMaliGal sy sodbp 10 Uoa 0GR TELT 5 CClww KOT
HaWa Toolad! sliy ol Uon Craius widd. Gl u@x‘.)

Ga at cbout gix Fawe L Wwas calasd up to we on Cre. Je vere
boLd tunau « buteh underground wen naa just given the locetion of tus
sars of Dutcn uncerground end tae control station for Liowing the
biiuge. 1The pian was to coutact the unéerzrounc, cepture tie coutiol
gtetion, enc cegture the cricge. '@ were to start immealstely, 'av
Co. iem@lng =1d “b".Co. vehind.

eee sbout Ten o'crock (Ziumy G'CLOCK?) T was told %o pro-

‘-..',‘g
*



ceed (without "B Co.; alNyiOW...s ihc Suivchwan said ne woulid gd
fomiard alone to contact ithe underground. 170 one Opposed Twis plon
GO LLEL WES Wil LaBT WG S0W O4 wili. (uE OrTill WulDEraU ¥aBTallR Tils
CIvILT Al g urle 51 WiTu T7& DN CO'S 45 PISTOL,uaS NOT CAPIURED ARD QUEé-
TIGNED...) I Was {iinwisy) to go shead wnbil I rescoed tue Circle.

Se At this time it wos pivch Dlaca and visluisivy was less wuan
ten yarcs. .hen we g0t two glocus ITO0 bhe GLICLG We el LLT0 <oiie

JRCECLLE wilLie TG ACa

Toewy Y e PT o S i b g e e e v e I T e T T
Rgide TN Sedboer O WL LG G LG DL lL

P T L ST T Atartiae € ST o P, Dae Ayn e g A ae wF D an o T
EOULRD w00l nadl DUDped LT tie UEllieliS. S Lile Sdiglling LAl Ldfau

16 FLETOCL Lesder WeS wolLded il .eElSueit sleloon peeter kKilled.
The CURpELY was GepiOyed Ui eiluer £idé O e Bureev. both siﬁés
Starved Ilying Ciinusy. "B™ Co. Jusi wuCul that viue resched toe
P81l 01 WY CUMLPelY &id Stalteu Ciilig vhlrluglh To@ Lldcid 01 whe siileel.
eee ¥y lead platocu W8S su poorly orgenized i had vo puss Lemm's
pletoon througﬁ it.-.-'nl; tuis tiwe we couad near Germen TIUCKS ull-
loading men. Ve Wele uié.ig novever o direcd ony €riecoive rire i
TaiEiiia v s o

Y. \Thsble T30 i0C&L: wue Lhoergroucc Jgys and after two visites

to the Drn CF) 1 vwee tod 10 send Tae HallCL O CLulurd dne Culiiloa
Ve Bivh pd0 SV Lo CGeat o prugoar Lo oo DUdlgs. X bhenc Lon e
crpcsiticrn 1O LSOOV LT Up Ao DO PR UL WY CUnpELyeses & LlGe

WES £8Loiliy precicus (&hG Léwdn Cuual B0V seew 1O L0.LlO0W My verbal
directions on & &mala mep; 1 undertooi %u gllde vac pevrol 10 e
contiolk station. I con'h velleve luls was & vascticeal slunder. LOw=
ever, 4 Teiled vo notily roiey tiut de wee 1o &ssilie commend ol tue
COLLPANY e a s n

LENIL'S Paliol PiOCeeGed BLUSY O GuE L GULELICEL COLGIUL STEULCL
WAiTLOUL S4Y LrCuuics H€ AL &uwudh LICulleu dv wikil (o¢ Llewed wpBued
.y on us. It certainly looked as f.Clgu vols wee o UBTwEL svIlCig

D



poiku. we had our iirss comvact fhere Witk & ranzeriausc vuv wé Qiu
folw ko wihcs 1 was. There wes prazilig 1106 Cunllly Guwii The streew
-

CEREWECH i BLl wLE Uwilalioge uluwo Vil weldidin @iw o lX OU.aSd el LELIZLGAE
]

GO CLOBE, puv ik i€ CLedQiligy, bli-90 & wesd LI SLEuLB il Fuo uack

. Sy Lo Vel ot ) e A o ey Ca . L R A
Woa AL Bl e Ua Ukla) Vil wekell e wade WAL LREL L Vadd S e b e e e [
[ bl LO i UL v R0 M BV v Ga e MWD Gk G v LR Lie W@

cvmiu-& but ihat they cou.d very well have been just ordinary Iight
switches. T personslily believe this was & German headcuarters of
some sort.

48 ususl the 536 wasn't any good when ae needed it the mosi, so
we started back to the park. e had two badly wounded men so our
progress was slow. Je¢ had almost gotten to the part when Germans
opened up on us and we found that we were cut off. #We then started
to circle around thinking we could pass the Germens. However, every
street we entered hud Germans In 1t. As 1t was beginning to get
light it was aspparent e couldn't wsndsr sround much longer,'éo We
started to lock for an appropriste place to hole up. To make a 16ng
story short we didn't et out until the 3Dritish made .contect with us
on ths morning of the 20th at which time we starts” back to locate
the bettalion.

i1t no tice did we get within sight of the highway bridge. e

N

could see the rsilvucy brid ¢ hut werc ot least = hall wile from 1it.

(’J WIEaDICTS UTATIIINTS OF 705D ThaainlIV A lZane OF U -"jU;-;.PnLLSY.)

e reéchad the battelion on thse drop zone late in the sfternoon

of tae %0th snd were told 1o rejoin the cospauny on Devil's Will. By
duslk we hed iust reached the position of the dazinesr Fletoon. The

+

platoon leader told we ther wers belnz sttecked at thoet poriiculsr

o

monient.  Tron ahset we could seec and nesr, nobody was Tiring a shot.

EnGE:
A8 THRAMTIRVILEN TYTUA_MBTOOH JAS ¥OT TOC 00D JARLY IN THE QﬂiPAIGN{)

4.,



Our zroun then started out to contaect Foley. Je just miszed
zim in the derk and when dawn broke we were not more than lOO_yards
awey. (VEHY THICK BBUSI—I.)

e had no sooner gotten things reorganized on Devilts Hill when
the Germags attacked. It was a foolish move as they came strasishi
up the sides of the hill. til1 it is surprising Just how far up
they did zet. This was their lazst ottack and the renainder of our

—thne on Devil's Hill wes spent on patrols end maintaining contact
with other unilts and killing cows and chickrns.

During thié time T =z&w plenty of places we could have Uused our
60 mm's to advantagé. Mowever, either a mortar wasn't around at the
time or there wasn't enough ammunition to be effeciive. 3Zomehow &
worter s.ued seens to receive the wost casusltizs wnd o tuo or three

wien snued cgn carry Just about enouzh for cne tarzet.
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THE ACTION OF THE 1ST BATTAIION, S508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY
{82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION)
IN THE HOLLAND INVASION, 15~24 SEPTEMBER 1944
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN, EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS)
{Personal Experience of the Battalion Executive Officer)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph describes the action of the 1st Battalion, 508
Paréchute Infsntry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, during the peri-
0d 15 September 1o 24 September, 1944, on which date the sirborne
phase of the quland invasion may be said to have terminated for this
battalion.

It is my intention to do three things during this monograph:

1. To relate the events that took place, fitting in the bat-
talion's action to that of the division overall plan.

2. To reveal some of the faults and virtuxgé of the persons
making up such airbofne units at that time.

3. To point out some lessons we in the battalion learned and
several lessons commanders on & higher level learned about the em-
ployment of airborne troops.

The action will be discussed in seven parts:

l. The final preparations and briefings at the departure sir-
fields in centrsl England.

2. The take off and flight to the combat areasa.

3. The parachute drop on Drop Zone T and the regimental as-

4. The accomplishment of the battalion's initial mission.

5. The attempt to capture the Nijmegen highway bridge.

6. The countermarch and recapture of our own drop-zone (DZ).

7. The metion by déys during subsequent missions in that first
weak prior to our relief by lst Battalion, 504 Pasrachute Infaniry

Regiment.



FINAL PREPARATIONS AND BRIEFING

On 15'September the 1st {"Fireball”) Battalion was billetted
in part of an unused hangar at Langar Field in central England. Offi-
cars and:key non-commissioned officers were issued several maps of
different scales and the Battalion S-2 section was busily preparing
gand tables for the more detailed briefing of every man.

The situation was then as shown on map 1. (l). The plan was
for the British 2nd Army to skirt the north end of the German forti~
fied lines ~-- assumed to end at Cleve -- and then to drive southeast
to the Ruhr industrlel area and east toward Berlin. Clements of the
First Allied :iirborne irmy -- the imerican 10lst and 82nd Airborne
Divisions and the British 1lst Airborne Division -- were to assist this
drive by seizing and holding important bridses and road junctions on
the 2nd Army's route of advance.

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The area we are principally concerned with here is the high
gfound separating the Maés (Meuse) River and the Jaal River (largest
diverging branch of the Rhine) and is shown on map 2. The highest
point in the entire sector sloﬁing southeast 1s the steep dyler Berg
ridge system; southward toward Groesbeek is a less sharply defined
hill system. The area, except at Wyler Berg ridge, is rolling and
sandy; both areas are generally heavily wooded cedar forests and
tangled underbrush. There is, however, a large cleared farming area
east and south of Groesbeek which aflfords adequate space for glider
landings and, of course, parachute drops.

Bxcept for the tactically important Reichswald Forest area im-
medlately south and southeast of Groesbeek, almost all of the adjacent

area is typical Duteh "polder" country consisting of reclaimed drain-

(1) Wiscellaneous unit reports.




ave arsas which are sub-divided into ditch lined pastures or small
orchgrds, 1In such areass asg these the vainfsll snd humidity conditions
et this time of the year can make even light jeep traffic difficult.

4 good network of roads and trails extends throuegh wost of the
area. Three principal roads snd two railroads converge on the beauti-
ful, modern city of Nijmegen, whose prewar populstion of nearly
100,000 remained definitely pro-allied despite active Qccupation by
German training forces.

‘Because of the fivers and ceanals, all bridges in the area assumed
great tactical importance, particularly the huge five span, steel and
conerete highway bridge st the northern edge of this city. ({(2)

The 82nd Airborne Division landing by parachute and glider was
to accomplish four things: (3)

1. Seize and hold the highway bridges across the Mass River st
Grave and the Waal River st Nijmegen,

2. Seize, organize, and hold the high ground between Nijmegen
and Groesbeek,

3. Deny the roads in the Division area to the enemy.

4. Dominete the aree outlined on map 2.

The 508 Parachute Infantry, one of the three parachute regiments
in the Division, was assigned a large sector in the northern and east-
ern part of this perimeter with three specific missions initislly:

1. To dominate the hill mass in the vicinity of Berg-en-dal, the
highest ground in the 28 mile Division perimeter.

2. To block the southward move of enemy from the Nijmegen area.

3. To protect and keep open Drop Zone "T" where the Regiment
was to jump. (4)

(2) 6,000 feat (including spprosches), A-6, p. 58; (3) A-1l; (4) A-9
and personal knowledge.
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In additlon, the Regimental Commanding Officer, Col. Roy E.
Lindcuist, knew that his unit being the closest to the vital Nijmegén
highway and railway bridges probably would have a future assigment
of capturing one or both of them. He slso knew that the Nijmegen-
Cleve highway running through Vyler as a midpoint might at that point
become his concern,

The 1lst Battalion, 508 Parachute Infantry had the initisl mission
of seizing a sector of ground about 2-1/2 miles south of the highway
bridge. (See Mep 2)

That ‘as our reason for beiﬁg at the departure eirfield now, why
for secrecy ﬁe Were "sealed in'" by our own guards and token barbed
wire fences, Other than dontinual study of the sand tables, rerolling
of a few A-5 containers (too hastily prepared at base cemp near Not-
tingham earlier) and the last minute care of personasl arms and equip-
ment, féw men were particularly busy after mid-afterncon of the l1l6th.
A band concert snd brief prayer service in the hangar prepared us for
the next day.

After an early breakfast the officeré attended a final flight
briefing on weather, the route, check points, sea rescue measures,
expected flak areas, and fighter protection. |

The heavy bundles were then trucked out to the chalk-marked C-47's
and swung into belly racks and placed in the open doorways in the case
of the most important items., Until the c¢louds lifted enough for the
ten o'clock take off, the troopers lolled on the grass, joking and
bragging asbout themselves, their favorite "Pubs", or their English
girls., Only the unusual number of latrine visits betrsyed sny ner-
vousness.,

TAKE OFF AND FLIGHT TO THE COMBAT AREA

Our briefing hed been clear and unhurried. For this daytime

G



operation all divisions hed been scheduled to stsrt appearing over
thelr target areas about 1300 hours.

The 508 flew the 860 mile, two asnd one half hour northern route
with the three battalions initially in parallel stresms 1-1/2 miles
apart. On approaching the drop zone the streasms converged to column
formetions at four minute intervals to drop in numerical order of
battelions. (5). Except for two flak-troubled planes of A Company,
the first battalion commanded by Lt. Col, Shields Werren jumped right
over the assigned drop zone (DZ "T").

*% whet hit my jaw? Oh! That cerbine wasn't tucked in tight
enough. Did that 536 tear away on the opening shock or is it still
taped to my leg? That must be our bundle. Who are those men running
down there? Nobody sholld be shead of us on this field. Is that a
Tommy Gun or a Schmeiser? Too slow for.é 8chmeiser. Therets Frigo.
Hope Krixer and that sidé man get down 0.K. Must have jumped at least
a thousand feet up today. Will we never get down? Just give us
thirty minutes, Lord, thirty minutes, and then let them come afier us.
¥hat & helluva Jjolt! I know I'll never get out of this harness.

Can't even get to my pistol. O.K. now. Does the radio work? "Warren,

Warren, where are vou? Where is the corner of woods for our assem-
bly? Haystack? Yes, I see it and now the red cloth draped on 1%.
Good!" "No, trooper, the 505 should have landed over a mile south of
here near Groesbeck. Better stay with us a while.™ *¥* {(6)

The S.0.P. assembly assisted by red smoke grenade markers and
red cloth stresmers was rapid except for a slight dslay caused by the

necessity of changing the center of the assembly srea. This point

was to have been a corner of woods which we soon realized existed only
on our maps. To facilitate assembly each compasny hsd subsectors 1in

(5) Miscellaneous reports and parsonal knowladge; (6) Personal
thoughts during descent.
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prearranged compass directions from the center marker pius & sound
locator, such as a whistle blast, klaxon ratchet, bugle note, and
(for B Company) the facetious tenor of a French taxi horn "liberated”®
in Normendy.

Meanwhile, Lt. Combs and two plane-loads had jumped about 45
seconds late and landed on or over the German border probably near
dyler. This forece of 22 men had quite a skirmish before rejoining us
several hours later. With 1izht losses to themselves they killed a=

bout 20 Germans and brought back 49 prisoners.; (7)
‘\M___"_‘_____,___-.

Back on the drop zone recovery of bundles was good and socon we
realized the aAlr Corps had, for a change, done a sﬁperior job. Within
an hour the souvenir hunters haed cut a plece of psrachute nylon, the
jump casualties hod besen ;athsred, equipment secured, and we were
ready to go.

During the 15-20 minute delsy for the 3rd Battalion to join us
we watched from Voxhll the wild entrucking and detrucking antics of
several groups of Germans 1200-1500 yards to the southwest. They evi-
dently had a preplanned anti-alrborne scheme of asction but lacked the
courage and numbers to put their plans into effect at the most favor-
able time.

The strength reports indicsted that about 95% of the 508 were ac-
counted for, Iarlier the three rifle compsnies had sversged 145 men
and Headgquarters Company with its C.P. groug, cormmunications platoon,
supply section, lizght machine zun platdon, and 81 mm mortar platoon
had jumped 153 men. (8). All four 81 mu mortars but only four of the
eight lizht machine guns were found. {9)

The small battalion supply section had long since been busy

gatharing bundles and attempting to borrow fasrm carts for transports-

(7) A-2; 4-12; (8) A-1 and personal knowledge; (9) A-14.
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tion. The jump casualties alsoc were left at Voxhil sith the 2nd Bat-
talion's D Company as the lst Battelion moved toward its first objec-
tive. {See Map 2)

ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE INITIAI MISSTION

The column march of 3 miles led bv A Company was opposed by only
a few scared labor troops whose quick capture gave interest to the
heavily laden paratroopers. The too rapid cross country march follow-
ing the afterjjump let down had begun to extract a toll of stragglers
and discardsd equipment. Tﬁe 81 mm mortar platoon hand-carrying all
its equipmént and ammunition had to drop out. However, as we approached
our first objective and halted a few minutes for reorganization the
gap was closed.

The Regimehtal commanding officer with his redio operator and two
Dutch interpreters from the British Army soon followed us onto our |
first objective -- taken with almost no oppositiont The planned de-
fenses were being sét up when several civilians wearing arm bands and
carrying underground credentizls of some sort toid the Colonel that the
Germans hsd deserted Nijmegen, that the town and highway bridge were
lightly held. {10)

The Regimental C.0. had been instructed that if the initisl mis=
sions were accomplished to "go ahead and itake the highway bridge if
you cen". (11). This division order was perfectly understood in rela-
tion to the primary missions arnd wes not a weak, conditional order as
might be supposed off-hand.

The Regimental and Battalion C.0.'s then plenned to send one pls=-
toon of C Company plus the 2-2 section plus two light machine gun
squads on a reconnaissance patrol to approsch the bridsge from the south

while A and B Companies with the remaining two light machine gun squads

(10) A=-2 2nd eye~witness, self:; (11) a-9.
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and two 81 mm moritar scuads attaéked it from the southeast. {See

Map 2} (12). Before these forces could esven zet started another C
Company platoon had to be dispatched to our rear to investigate insis-
tent Dutch reports of a larpe eneny force hiding in our rear. Guided
by a civilian this force approached the dangerous area only to find
the hiding plece now in the hands of our own forces,minus Germans.
This force returned to the first objective where the Regimental C.O0.,
1st Battalion Executive Officer, about 1/3 of Bettalion Headquarters
Company and € Company less 1 platoon spent an asnxious but inactive
night, (13)

In town the right fofee (Bast), under Lt. Weaver, initially had
some success but lost all local surprise effect while ambushing a
trucklosd of Germasns. They advanced to a traffic cirele south of the
bridge, felt out its defenses, scouted the area for another approach
and at 0600, having no radio contact, returned fo the C.P. area. A-
mong the killed in this sction were several key S-2 men. (14)

Durinz this time 4 Company with its three platoons stirred up
plenty of trouble. Zmbroiled in bitter street fighting at the other
main trsffic circle they ﬁere soon so disorganized as to be ineffec-
tive as a fighting force. The company commander, Captain Adams, was
told to orgenize one platoon undsr Lt. Lamm and -- avoiding the traf-
fic circle defenses -- have it sneak into town. For some reason Capt.
Adsms went himself on this dangerous misslon and when they soon be-
came cut off from the remainder of the battalion without radio com-
munication, 4, Company was without its leader. Lt., Foley, by daylight,
assumed command. (15)

Meanwhile Company B was passed through Company A and succesded
in establishing themselves in and around a large three storj building.
(12) A-2; A-11; A-12, and personal knowledge; (13} Eye-witness, self;
(14) A-2 and verbsl report to executive officer; (15) A-2; A-11; A-l2.
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Two S1 mortars and all available ammunition were carried to the flat
roof top, set up, and zeroed in. During the esrly morning hours 8
German counterattack was stopped by rifle, machine gun and 81 mortar
fire. The Germans withdrew, Captein Millsaps of B Company had been
told to remsin in position until attack ordsrs reached him from the
Battaelion C.0. who was trying to reorganize the badly scattered A
Company. {(16). The above actions see-sawed from about 2000 hours 17
September to about 0800 18 September.

Back on the drop zone after daylight the situaetion was highly
fluid but bad. One of the D Company platoons left there had been
killed or captured at Voxhil by enemy infiltrating from the east and
southeast which ares, by necessity, was almost wide open. The regi-
mental and battalion supply sections had been fighting a battle royal
betwesn bundle recovery forays most of the morning and were being
threatened by increassing pressure. {(17). All "rear echelon™ elements
of the regziment were told fo move north from the drop zone area 1if
necessary, but that help would be sent.

The lst Battallon was ordered to quit the town, abandon its first
objective and counterattack at once to recapture the drop zone (Dz)
before the scheduled glider 1ift csme in., (18)

At this tfme C Company and part of Battalion Hesdquarters Company
wers on the original objective, four miles by trail away from the adrop
zone. The remainder of the battalion was in or on the way Into the
town.

COUNTERATTACK OF THE DROP ZONE

Bringing A Compsany's two platoons with him and leaving the 5-3
to collect all others, Col. Warren returned to the Tirst objective,

gquickly oriented Capt. Schofield of C Company and $o0ld him to counter-

(18) A-11; (17) A-2; A-13; (18) A-2; A-7 and personal kiowledge; A-9.
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march to the right rear (southeast), seize & designated area of de-
parture and be prepaered to attack Drop Zone "T" on order. (See Map
3. Company C made the two mile cross country mareh quickly and found
that hill area unocccupied. Deploying his men defensively Capt.
Schofield waited for the battalion.

The remainder of the now exhausted battalion {less a new group
of non-walking wounded who were left in the vielnity of the former C.
P.) hastily reorganized before marching to join C Compsny. The urgent
need for spced and the promise of new action breathed spirit into the
tired unit. Speed! Speed! To be late would be tragic for the
gliderists soon to come in.

A brief orisntation of Battalion staff and compeny commgnders,
an even briefer ordsr, and the battalion sterted out on magnetic azi-
muth for an objective 2500 yards away. The formation adopted “as B
and C Companies abreast, C Company on the right, followed at 200 yards
by Headquarters Company followed at 200-300 yards by 4 Company. The
promise of action and the warm brighfness of the day magically dissi-
pated the fatigue of the previous thirty hours'almost continual mental
and physical strain.

To attack without any supporting fires iritially was the only
possibility because conflicting rsports only vaguely loéated the enemy
somewhere toward the drop zone. Tentative map positions for the
mortars were picked however.

By this time the gliders were almost due. Despite s8ll time sav-
ing measures of battlefield leadership the battallion was‘still 2500 A
yards from an objective we wsre sure to fight over.

B and C Company c-mmanders deployed their units and started

merching. ' Conferring briefly before entering the heavy woods they

pushed through the cedars, tore gaps in the heavy wire fence beyond,

12.



and fanned out into the clearing. No enemy yet! As they toppzd the
first rise in zground & blast of 20 mm and small arms fire from Voxhil
and Legewald momenterily halted them. {(19). Prodded by the leaderst
shouts, small groups of both companies started forward rsepidly, each
bypassing Voxhil and proceeding to the objective. The eneny dscd were.
not counted but about 16 flak =uns vwere. (20; {3ce Map &)

IMesnymile the resivontal cormender and battalion commander, pre-
celed alishtly by the bsttalion ezecutive officer and a small command
zroup, all rathered on a& slizght rise to chserve the action. They, too,
received 20 mm: fire -hich wounded four of the seven men. (2l1). How~
ever, enoush progress of acticn was observed from the prone position
to recommend deployment of A Company afound our left flank to exploit
the seemingzly assured success of B‘Company. As A Company rapdily moved
south toward Lagewsld they observed ensmy on a ridge to their left
(east) and docuble timed two squads off at right angles to clear up
that situation. (22) |

Jus% as the area was being cleared the gliders cut loose from the
tug planes over smoke marked Drop Zone "T* (DZ "T") and Landing Zone
{1Z "T") to the southwest. It was a beautiful, movie-thriller sight to
watch some gliders wheel and come well into our area. Only a moment
later, with a sickened, frustrated feecling, we observed many others
circle to settle deep into enemy territory.

But B and C Companies hed not completed their jobs. While at~
tempting t0 place C Company's support platoon, Cept. Schofield's at-
tention wes called to a group of Germens at by-passed Voxhll, now to
his rear. His slower moving 60 mm mortar squads, which had fallen
behind in the rspid s:cep and mop up, joined him about this time. Thesé
weapons were irmediately set up to fire back on the plainly visible
(19) A-10; A-11; (20) A-2; (21) Eye-witness, self; {(22) A-12 and eye-
witness, self.
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machine gun c¢rews preparing to open fire. Quickly ranging in on the
target area 200-300 yards away the mortar-men knocked out one enemy

crew. The C Company platoon charged back to the fsrm buildings joined

by Capt. Millseps with elements of B Company. (23). After surround-
ing the scattered farm bulldings with their small force, the two com-
pany commanders started investizating. One of our own ald men came

out of & building. He steted that several of our cassuslties (some jump
injurlies left there the previous day probably in addition 1o some
wounded from D Company) were inside and that some Germans in the cellar
refused to come out. Somehow our men were brought out slong with one
or two English speaking Germans. (24). @hen the Germans renaining
inside agzain refused to come out Capt. Millsaps heaved a Gammon grenade
against the wall of one building. Falling é=2bris and the concussion
knocked him flat but unhurt to the ground. About ten Germans came run-
ning out almost trampling him in their haste. It was s geame nowl
Several other parétroopers splattered the buildings with Gammons and
the Germans poured out.

Two officers and sbout seventy men were csptured in this area.(25)
All told, during the afternoon the battalion killed about 50 enemy and
captured 149. Our losses were emazingly light. About five killed and
ten wounded is probably a high estimate .(26)., and nearly half of the
wounded were idly watching the front line companies attacking!

During this action the battelion commander and the battalion ex-
ecutiverwerc trying to reorganize the bettalion along the crest of
ground rurning north 1200 yards, and south 1000 yards through Voxhil.
The companies were brought back to thess positions, a C.P. set up in
a draw 800 yards west of Voxhil and outposts were established by dark.

Contact was made on the right flank with 505 Parachute Infantry by a

(23) A-10; £=11; (24) A-11; (25} A-10; (=26) A-2.
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patrol to Kemp but the left snd left rear were open. (Sce Map 3)
{27)

SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS ~ D42 (19 SEPTHMBER)

During the night of the 18th or early morning of the 19th a

platoon of B Company was sent to establish a road block in TFyler.

They were sble to establish a defensive line sbout 200-300 yards short
of there, facing the village. (See Map 4). A platoon of Company D
307 Engineers attached the previous afternoon was put in position
near 4 Company. (See Map 4)

About 1200 hours three fighter planes strafed the front lines
pléinly merked by our sand-ringed foxholes., No casualties were re-
ceived by this first strafing (28) but the foxholes immediately there=
after were sunk so'deep that & firing step had to be added 10 many
of them and several double positions had to be abandoned in favor of
single ones connected by & "talking®" trench.

About 1600 hours Lt. Foley's A Company platoons with a platoon
of & Company (3rd Battalion) and four light machine gun crews, all
attached, were sent to recapture hill 75.9 {known as Teufels Berg or
Devil's Hill) from which the ¢ Company platoon had been driven esrli-
er. (29). Dropping off one of its own platoons in an intermediate
position as orderzd A Company arrived nesr the crést of that hill
without detection. (See Map 4). Two bazooka tesms followed a trail
to the northwest §ide to establish the end of a base of fire. (30)

Lt. Epps set up his light machine guns to fire seross the wooded hill

crmst. The bazooka teswms were suddénly ambushed but the light mach- :
ine guns firing at maximum rate sprayed the area. hen their fire
was stopped the platoons, now abreast, yelled and shot their way a-

eross the hill. This marching fire -- some light machine gun crews

(27) a-2; (28) Personsl belief; (29) A-2; A-12; (30} A-12; A-14.
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even fired from the hip =-- chased the Germans right out of their de=-
fenses., (31). They fled in all directions. Immedistely A Company --
as we called fhis composite force -~ szt up & tight perimeter defense
which #as to be its precarious hill top home for the next five deys.
At this ftime our casuslties numbered sbout ten, mostly killed. The
uncounted eneny dead littered the wooded slopes,

ihile A Comneny was makins its wild attack, B Company and ons
platoon of C Conpany were In action around Lagewald-'/vler. The bat-
talion commander in order to devote his entire attention to A Company's
irminent actlion had hurriedly outlined to the battalion exscutive and
commander of Company B a plan which was to be put into effect at once.
Leaving one platoon on the main line of resistance, Capt. Millsaps
was to take one other platoon and move to the platoon now at the Lage~
wald area. With these two platoons plus the battalion's two recently
attached 57 rm A-T gune he was to capture Wyler and set up a road
block there, thus praventing any road nmovement to or from Cleve. This
plen involved the relief of the B Company platoon from the Voxhil area
moving it to Lagewald and hgving it assume the responsibility of that
first roadblock which, almost tragically, was not established shere
it had been reported. The battalion exscutive was to investigate the
situetion, coordinate the change over, see that the roadhlocks were
established and report bsck o the battalion commander when the de-
fenses were in place.

Truly characteristic of every action during this always-fluid,
ever-changing airborne phase, little was known of the enemy's exact
locations or strength, but shrewd guessing about vital aress, and
sudden, lashing attacks-at those areas kept him knocked back for a

short tims at lesst.

(31) A~2; A-12; A-14.
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In this instsnce when the swap was about 80% completed darkness

was approaching rapidly. Nobody desired another night attack in a
strange villesge. Accordingly B Company was given the go signal with
what forces were ready. Small arms fire broke out. A barn Eegan
burning. Seemingly the Germans were unprepared and surprised. This
force offered some slight resistznces, thén broke and ran. Ths ro&8d-
block was establisﬁ%d, defenses around the north end of town were
set up, and in the esris stillness, low-toned plans scre made to
search the houses at davlizht. (232). . brief report by SCR 300 radio
was mede to the battelion commander. The executive officer returned
to the ¢ Covpeny platoon, told them of B Company's plen and about
2100 hours happily reached comparative safety of the 3attalion C.FP.
2arlisr that nisht It. felley's suply zroup, and Pfec. Jeinerth,
a very caspable and seemingly fearless wireman, spent the entire night
and early worning trying to get supplies and a lizht wire line up 1o
"predoubt Foley" on Teufels Berzg. (33}

D$3 (SEPTEMBER 20}

At daylight on the 20th the battalion was stretched its greatest
length. 2Quite early 4 Company rsceived mortar fire and a fairly

strong attsck, during the middle of which 4 Company was called on to

surrender.!,Curtly breaking off negotiations by ordering a burst of

nTommy Gun®™ fire for the peace emuissary, Lt. Foley made his inten=-
tions clear. The enemy intentions uere equally clearJ 4 terrifie
mortar barrage dropped into the area shortly aftarvard. (34)

Luckily the situation had been sppreciated by the battalion com~
mender. Part of C Company had been pulled out of the main line to
raid the Teufels Berg area. (Sée ¥ap 5). They had a highly success-

ful morning sweeping the area first northwest of the hill peak for

200 yards then back, turning over to Lt. Kelley, who had accompanied

(32) A-11 and eyewitness, self; (33) A-2; a-12; A-13; (34) A-2; A-l1l2.
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them, the prisoners and walking wounded for immediaste evacuation to
the Battelion C.P. (35)

C Compsany row drove southesast down almost the entire Jyler Berg
ridge toward Wyler before being hastily recalled to the battalion
area to reoccupy their nositions in expectation that B dompany would -
be driven out of ¥yler. (36)

Alggigt daylight on this day B Company had silently initisted its
action in Wyler by searching the nearest housss. There they captufed
about four recently'converted civilians, judging by the piles of
uniforms nearby. However, all prisoneré were sent back sgfely under
guard to the Battslion C.P. (37)

About 0B00 hours the roadblock garrison knocked out one truck-
load of enemy but & motoreyclist got away to give warning. After a
short lull an infantry asttack developed from the southeast and south.
A mist limited observation to about 800 yvards. Capt. Millsaps ad~-
Justed artillery fire using such unorthodox terms as "traverse rightt--
but got the shells in and broke up this first attack.

Snipers had crept into the village. Under cover of the smoking
bulldings the Germans built up an sstimated three company strength
attack moving in principally from the open ground to the esst. 4igain
Capt. Millsaps brought the accurate supporting srtillery closer and
closer to his own lines. Tinally he reglized his position would soon
be overrun. (38). He received psrmission to fall back onto the C

rmission
Company position. (The battalion commander at leesst granted this,and
T believe it.was discussed with the regimental comuander who agasin was
present a2t the Battelion C.P. visiting and listening in on the radio
reports.) By lons rushes across the open =round all units except Ohe
scuad of B Company Jere able to fell back to this roadblock position
300 yards west of Jylef.
(35) A-10; /-12; 4-13; (%6) A-10; (37) 4-11; (38) A-11 end personal.

knowledge
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To bolster the desperate B Company sltustion a platoon of Brit-
ish tanks hed been sent to the battslion, carefully briefed by Lt.
Col. Jarren, and moved to position in rear of B Company's new posi-
tion for overhead, direct fire into the yler approaches. FRadlo con--
taet could be made only by SCR 300 ai B Company back to the Battalion
C.P. "300" and then relayed forward to another "300" (from the bat=-
talion) mounted outside of one tank. (39). The tanks maneuversd
into position and fired all weapons as rspidly as they could.

One, probably only one, tank for some reason was off the intended
targets. (40)}. In one sector 3 Company was being ripped apart! The
Company radic operstor screamed for tne fire to be lifted. Quickly |
the word was relaved but not guickly enough. Desperately Capt. Mill-
saps grzbbed a sheet in a nearby house and, waving it, ran straight
toward the tanks. (41). _.imazingly enousgh he wasn't killed. ©Possibly
the "cease firing” via redio was effective as he started running.

llost of the tank fire had been very effective and another try was
to be made from a different position after reorientation by the bat-
talion commanding officer. This {ime the fire was even rougher on B
Company but was stopped more cuicklv. Internationsl relstions with-
stood a severe strain. The tanks were withdrawn from the battalion
area. B Company was told to hold until further orders. No daylight
move was now feasible. ‘then pressure was again put on battered B
Company (and its C Company platoon) permission waé granted for its
withdrawal.

Under cover of darkness this exodus began. The resr of the slow.
moving column cgught more ariillery fire and casualties as it labor-
iously approached the battalion outpost. Limping, hobbling, carried
on ladders and doorfremes the wounded were & pitiful sight. (42)

The wonder of it all was that they could still Whisper jokes of easy
(39) Personal knowledge; (40) A-11; (41) Radio operator to battalion
executive at time of incident; (425 Eyewitness, self.
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Purple Hearts and tell of "liberated™ Wyler chickens safely stuffed
into field bags for cooking whehever a break in fighting might come.

Arrangenents had been made té pass the column through the outposts
and onté their old defensive positions north of Voxhil. Finally all
wounded unable to occupy efficlently a place ?long the méin line were
evacuatéd. ~Apparently, the Germans soon became agware of the gap now
existing between the lines but their creeping artillery barrsge stopped
short of the main defensive line. The remainder of the chilly night
passed uneventfully. }

Later we learned the day att;cks were part of a coordinated Divi-
sion attack intended to cut the Grave~Nijmegen road. (43)

D44 (SEPTIMBER 21)

A heavy fog on the morning of the 21st hung over the entire areas.
A Company was joined by 1ts platoon led by Lt. Havens just in time to
help repel the strongest attack of any the company ever received. Near-
by the engineer platoon was almost knocked ouﬁ of its position and
needed help badly. Part or all of C Company,which by this time had
well earned the nickname of "Maneuvering C'", went up to c¢clear out the
danger area there but not,; I believe, before it had also besn on the
receiving end of a sﬁdden strong atteck in the Voxhil area.

Under cover of the very heavy fog the Germens had continued their
large scale attacks of the previous day. Their advance elemants in our
sector loomed out of the mist almost on top of our line of defense be-
fore being discovered. Small srms fire was inmediately commenced and
artillery soon celled for, but the only thing that prevented a break;
through in stirength, I believe, was the superd shooting by the 81 mm
mortar platoon.

Lt. Stoeckert, the platoon leader, had consclidated his two sec-

(43) a=-1.
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tions and now hed the ﬁortars firing in battery from position near

the C.P. (Sece ¥ap 6). His observation post {OP) had.been egstablished
near the junction of B and C Companies and salvaged assault wire
pieced together to give him wire communication. He personally was
conversationally fighting yesterdasy's struggles with Lt. Eoffman of

B Compény shen he identified the advancing Germeans, 4 dream target
presented itself and almost instently the 8l's started dropping right
in place. Finally the attack seemed stopnred but all ammﬁnition sup=
plics were low. During the day one well located light machine gun
used up 20 boxes of ammunition in stopping the attack. (44). The
mortarmen were actually told to save 20 rounds, cease firing, and get
their individual arms ready. Definite plans were outlined to use them
‘as a counterattacking force. (45). Howsver, the impetus of the attack
had died and the front line companies during the remainder of the day
gradually clesred the area of all but a faew Germans who apparsntly had
infiltreted throuzh our aresa.

‘hen C Company did £o up to help the Inszineers, the situation
there wes ebout the worst they, too, hgd encountered. I bellieve that
this time ¢ Company took up positions midway betwuzen Teufels Berg and
#yler. In skillfully meneuvering to this position C Company encircled
e group of carsless Germans and killed 25. (46) . few got away. NoO
prisbners. By this time the constant close stiruggle was telling on-
nerves and tempers. I doubt that many prisoners would have baen taken
by aither side.

Jouwever, the late afternoon marked the ebb of sctivity. C Com-
pany could be moved to ‘yler Zerg Nidge indirectly assisting both .
Corpanv and tne ensineers becesuse of szradusl build up of British troops
to the west and northern séctors gllosed our 2nd Dattalion to take

over moest of the YVoxhil aras.

44) .=~34: (25) Perscngl knoulad c; (70) «-10.
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D¢5 - (SEPTEMBER 22)

G tiie 2a2nd Sapisin adaile, Lt. Laom, snd the remmants of a Com-
pany's lst platoon rejolned Tho L;ttalion. Questioning brousght out
the Tsets that they hsd bzcome cut off ir Wijmesen ok the 17th., Helped
greatly now and then by civilianes they .orked their way tousrd the
highway bridse -- the last batitslion objective they knew about. after
a day or two of evacuating one burning, shelled building after another
thev had joined forces with some British "tankers" tryins also to
reach the southern edge of the bridge. This slow, Stesdy sdvance
finally brought thew to the bridze area. (I believe theﬁ reported
leaving the British as they c¢rossed the captured bridge.) Prior to
- this they had done what wmay have been the most importsnt job of all.
Their mission on the 17th had been, in‘part, to contact certain under-
ground personnel at a.given address. Eventually é building said to
control the demolitions for the great highway bridge was pointed ouF
to them. They wrecked the place. (47). Probably nobody knows for a
cgrtainty the truth or the effect of this action but two facts were
revesled later:

1. The bridge was prepared for demolition.

2., It was not blown &nd after its capture the Germans unsuccess-
Tully tried even floating submarine charzes to blow the supporis.

2ut pow A Company was toosther acalin and strong ensugh at Teufels
Berz to =stay there.

On the 22nd the length of the ivler Berg Ridse was attscked but
with C Company at the southwestern tip the hattalién areza was well
secured. The new disposition with thz bulk of the battalion facing
norfheast to socutheast made ﬁhe Battalion C.P. off center. According-

1y the 1500 yard northward displacement to Holthurnsche Hof was made

{47) Verbal reports to battalion executive and A-2.
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by the command group. The mortars were emplaced and a British ertil-
lery liaison tank joined us. 4 vegstable garden and azpple orchard wers
found. Severcl German motorcycles and two small steff cars were re-
trieveé below Teufels Berg. What more did we need?

Little of Importance happened on the 23rd except that the food
situation improved and the replenished smmunition supply sstisfied evean
the eazer mortar platoon. 7

Durirg the afterncon of the 24th the lst Babttalion 504 Parachute
Infantry relieved us. A couple of days later when we agaln took up
positions thz slower, more normsl type actions, the greatly improved
stetus of supply, the definite knowledge of the strength and status of
personnel, and the arrival of our kitchen truck with iwo days issue of
American coffee —- all these changes, clearly indicated the -eriwaliiiie

airborne phase of action had ended for the battalion.

ANATYSTS AND CRITICISM

At the time this operation was 1aunched.enamy opposition had
stiffened considerably and the bulk of the German forces except those
on the Dutceh coast has been able to fall back t0 the viecinity of their
fortified positions, loosely caslled the Siegfried Line, However, it
was believed a good chance still existed to defeat Germanj gquiekly be=
fore she could recover from her summer defeats in France.

It was expected that airborne force losses would run to 33% (48)
in the air but that once they were on the ground resistance would be
light. (49)}. Greatly aided by superb air activity the losses in the
alr were about 3-4%. (B50). On the ground the story was different and
"if the success looked casy it was only because of the skill wi th which
the operstions were sxecutedm. (51)

The missions assigned the various airborne units were ambitiously
(48) A-5 and verbal statement to 3=3, 82nd Airborne Division; (49) A-4;
(50} 4-3; A~5; (51) A~8. '
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planned and daringly put into action. For the first and only time in
World War II 4id large American airborne forces have'a fair chance %o
prove themselves as units under two conditions:

1, A drop with ressonable tacticasl unity, in strength, on the
selected areas, and against slight ground opposition prior to unit
assembly.

2. A subsequent ﬁeeting and overcoming of continued sitirong enemy
resistance over a period of several days (for us, six) while intermit-
tently -- if not completely -~ separated from friendly forces.

If the first condition is not fulfilled the missions obviously
cannot be properly performed and the smaller groups must engage in a
struggle for su}vival. If the second is not med, I Eelicve that the
timing of the operation was not correct, that much of the potentiel
value of airborne troops is_wasted.

An enalysis of the lst Battalion's actions shows that it early en-
.couﬁtered the thfee main problems likely to confront alrborne troops:

1. The missions assigned become increasingly difflcult as the
enemy recovers from his initial surprise. |

2. The job of holding off enemy reserves may interfere with the
gsceomplishment of a mission.

3. The necessity for continual protection of ihe drop zone or
landing zone must be considered if thers is to be any build up of
forces by air. (52)

This battz=liont's missions were somnetines too much for any unit
sevaral times its size but such assigmments naturally occur many times
during the airborne phase of an operztion. If the full capabllities
of the battalion are exploiied nothing more éan be asked.

For the first Tour days there were but few lulls during which at

(52) A-16.
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least a platoon somewhere wasn't sctively cengaged with the enemy.
Only orne full battalion stfength attack was made, though perhaps a
dozen compény or platoon strength attscks wers mads in accomplishing
rissions ascicned the battalion.

ﬁ*%- During these operations the rocognized'pfoceduré of troop leading
“as followed c¢losely. Often only & mep roconnaissance was possible be-
cause of tirie and space eloments or snemy activity. Supporting fires,
in en attack, werz not available usually, except those furnished by 60
mr mortars and light machine guns., These were generslly well employed.

c;k:EEthusiasm, speed, and confident asggressiveness were alweys displayed

by the troops except briefly by some elements on the océasion of that.
confused first night of streef fighting.
The type defense during the airborne phase was of a screening and
 cOunterattack nature. That meant for us that shatever unit was not
actively censa-ed on the line left_a skeleton force in piace and the
composite unit thus ovzenized furnished vsss for a counterattacking
foree. The only Tormally desisnated roserve possible was the C.P. per-
sonnel, supply section, and mortar section, most of whdm, of courée,
had primary duties except for lsst minute desperation msasures. ( Tron
| a battalion viewpoint during this airborne phase only two of the seven
recognized principles of dsfense were strictly upheld. These wers
"dafense of key terrain% and "flexibility". In some sectors terrain,
distance, and available means allowed "éoordinated fire plans", "co-
ordinated antitank defenses", and local ™mutual support™. It could not
be said, however, that the battalion often had "organization in depth"
or "all around defense™, “
T balieve thé lesdership cualities and tectics employed by the
battalion comménder undér the Cifcumstanees we met here almost fault-

less. True, the unit definitely lacked considerable practical know-
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ledge of fighting in cities, of working with tanks and, Iinitially, of
forward observer methods of artillery adjustmen%.

A8 Tor the specialiZed airborne sspects of amall unit briefing,
loading of planes, jumping technigue, and assembly methods wé nere Da=
vond ressonable eriticism.

Alr resupply was sporadic. . Communication facilities and ammuni-
tion supnly .ere always barely sufficisnt to nmeat the irmediate mini-
murm needs but at no time were we completely withoul either. e sal-
vaged sone resupply bundles ourselves but gensrally the supplies,drop-
ped on distant fields, were doled out throusgh regimental channels.,
Luckily our watef sunply -- a fermsr's well -- was zupie tuit food was .
scarce. Indeed, it s=scmed we hérdly had time to prepare food anyway
for several days. 4%t least 85% of what we did have consisted of K,
rations " iumped"™ on the iqdividual or items picked up in farmhouses
and towns.

‘%3 2% all times the Regimental Commander, Battalion Gommaﬁder, and
Company Commanders strongly controlled the subordinate unitstaction by
brief but freguent personal visits to the most forward positions except

at Teufals Berg and Jyler. Even at those places Gampany Cormanders

and battelion staff members, with specific instructions and more fTree
-tiiwe to snezk into these isolated.positions, carrisd out the same funcC-
tion. Redio messagss in the clear were zenerslly resorted to sfter
D¥L.

Detailed records of losses, prisoners, captured, etc. for this
period slone are not available but it is believed thet casusltiszs in
ratio of killed was verv nearly five for ore, The ratio of capiured
to ™iissing in action™ was approximately sixz to one. (53)

Tvacuation of prisoners wes always throusgh batlallon to regiment.

(63) A-2,
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Evacuatibn of our own casualties was to the nearby Battalion aid
Station, where the lsss seriously wounded remained, and then to the
regimental .id Station which in this operation, I'believe ﬁas consoli-
dated with the Division Medical Company.

A detziled anslysis of this battelion's action would necessarily .

involve a study of the corresponding action of the other two battalions
in the regiment as well as that of the three in =ach of the othsr para-
chute regiments. This point was stronzly brousht out within our first
twenty-four hours of sction. The battalion was suddenly given the
mission of seizing the main Division Objective, the Wi jmegen highway
bridge. Unexpectedly strong resistance was met at two points and the
battalion's progress in any sirength was halted during the night.
Zarly next morning it seemed we had regained the initiative. Seventy-
five percent of the battalion’s strength waes preparing to resume the
attack when the mission was temporarily abandoned by the Division
Commander. Ye 3id not know then thst "all available men were organized
into two counterattécking forces.,.t0 clear the landing'zonas,..and
the frontier along the Reichswald TForest®, (54). To us at first it
seemed thst we were like the football player sent in to take the ball
away from the opposing ieam ané then make a series of touchdowns. The
abrupt change in orders Iindicated little more than a culck "benching"
for failing to do that. Tor most of/the besttalion it was only when we
actually attacked the landing zone area and sav the gliders take ad-
vantage of the changed plans that we realized everyone else-was in the
pame too. Yot until D43 was the Division Commander able to gather
sufficient forece to seize the bridse., (53)

Meanwhile in the Voxhil-Teufels Berg area the lst Zattalion Wwas

Tizhting a variety of Geruan troops. It is true that the reflection

(54} a=7; (55) 4-7.



of zood traininz habits, speed, ospiit, and adequate individual vwea-
pons made our early attacks against the Germans seem easy. Their pioge-
meal counterattacks, hovever, were made promptly and usually courageous-
ly. About D¥2 we first met determined resistence from German para-
troopers. Thereafter they were our principasl enemy until the end of
this phase. It was a recal satisfaction to meet and better them with

our numerically inferior fgrcesu Too much praise cannot be giveﬁ groups
of enemy paratroopers who repeatedly charged our Teufels Berg defenses.

The 508 Parachute Infantry accomplished all primary missions and
failed in only one secondary or subseguent mission assizned 1t., =&as
mentioned asbove that mission wss changed before more than company slze
attacis could be launched in view of priority eommitnents.

By its action the lst {"Firsball") Battslion clearly earnad a full
share of the praise bestowed on the 82nd airborne Division about this
_time by General Dempsey, commanding the 3ritish 2nd irmy, when he des-
cribed it as "the greatest division in the w»orld today". (586)

LESSONS LEARNED

The doctrine for employment of airborne.trooPs had been outlined
in Training Gircular 113 of 1943 based on the experiences galned during
airborne operations through the invasion of Siclly. Only theoretically
until this operstion was that doctrine fully proven sound in almost
every detail. YWe in the battalions confirmed almost in -entirety the _
correctness of the treining program, outlined even earliér, for coupany
.Size parechute units,

On = battalion level we learned e could efficlently carry out any

part of the specialized airborne technique of planning, briefing, load-
ing of eguipment, jumping, unit assembly, end initiation of action. ‘We }
also learned we could march with heavy loads, withstend long periods
of physical and mental exertion with little sleep or food, gnd effi-

(56} A-5, p. 67. _
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ciently use our individual weapons. /¢ emphasized in our own minds
that individual worale was important, that unit esprit-de-corps was of
supreme Importance in a unit of this type, 2nd that the "you-volun-
teesred~-for-this-~and-now-you-belong" category of our iroops made them
second to none anywhere, But those things we had suspected, even ex-
perienced to some degree before.

This operation opened our eyes to more prosaic matters:

1. ZLogistical rsquirements of emmunition particularly demsnd a

steady resupply if the unit is to survive and function.
wué; ‘Tﬁﬁe and spesce factors must seriously enter even a "Geronimo!
Run for iti" plan of action.

- 3. .The battalion command group must function efficiently 24 hours
a day. On.this level a cold, impersonal asttitude in planning end op-
srating must balance the overoptimistic enthusiasm which will and
should exist in the subordinate units.

4. Leaders to imclude Platoon Sergeants should be capable of ad-
justing mortar and artillery fire.

5.. Airborne troops may be gulekly committed to anj type of - action
und:r a veristy of conditions. Thersfore, a rezalistic snd yaryingl
training progrsam must be carrisd out when troops are pot actually com-
rmitted in combat.

6. This training should emphasize certain characteristics of an
girborna oparation:

A. Rapid initiation of combat immeéiately‘upon landing.
B. Retention of the initiagtive by all lndividuals and unlts
from the moment of landing until the objective 1s selzed or the

‘mission accomplished.

C. Recognitidn of isolation as a normal battlefield condition,

D. Readiness of all units to attack or defend in any di-
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rection at any time.

E. Improvisation of wespons end means, and the use of eneny
weapons and défensive works to our own advantage.
F. ZExtending intervaels and distances in the defense +ith a

"screening and counterattack type of defense". (57, 4 through F)

G. Reliance to & generous degres on uncommitted neighboring
units for "desperation” help.

On a highef level & grezat many lessons were lecsrned sbout unifi-
cation of troop.carrier and airborne forces, the valué of supporting
gircraft, the strstesic commitment of large size airborne units, the
surprising length of tine isolated airborne units can fight if resup-
plied, the ef?ect of weather, and, when feasible, the value of day~-
light operstions., 41l of these lessons, of course, were learned by the
expericnce of just such battelions as this one in the invesion of
Yolland at Eindﬁoven, Vijmezen, and arnhem. Though the overcll advance
of the British zround Torcas weaes a féilure the .imerican airborne faorces
ware highly successful a8 they "fought their hearts out-in the Duteh

cenzl country and whipped heoll out of the Gormans”. {58)

(57) a4=7; (58) =5, n. 371,



