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he information presented herein is derived from a variety of sources  
such as the National Archives, published histories, and documentat-

ion provided by Hq1 veterans or their families.  
 
A major source of information for augmenting the “memoirs” of the Hq1 
men was the collator’s personal knowledge of the men, and his personal 
records. 
 
The National Archives at College Park, MD provided a particularly lucra-
tive source of information for the album.  The archives are comprehens- 
ive. The facility is staffed with friendly, knowledgeable, helpful people - if 
the information you seek exists they will find it.  
 
 Especially helpful were the after-action reports prepared by the 508th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment’s senior commanders. These reports were 
prepared following each major campaign, and reflect the personal pers-
pectives of the individual commanders. 
 
The primary source of information for Chapters I & II is the History of the 
508th Parachute Infantry by William G. Lord, II, published by the Battery 
Press, Nashville, Tennessee.  
 
Bill Lord served as a Lieutenant in the regiment during WW II and auth-
ored several historical documents for and about the regiment. Many of 
the photos presented in these chapters and in selected memoirs were 
scanned from Bill Lord’s book.  
 
Warren Brown and Jim Wynne provided copies of the Hq1 company 
picture taken at Blanding and Mackall. The individual photos accomp-
anying the memoirs were scanned from these pictures. Thanks gents.  
 
Many people contributed information, advice and encouragement for the 
development of this album, and we are grateful. The collator would like 
to thank everyone for his or her assistance and contributions  
 
The summaries presented in Chapter VI - Augmented Memoirs were 
developed from contributions submitted by the following Hq1 veterans 
and family members: 
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Kenneth (Rock) Merritt, and Lawrence Fitzpatrick [Hq1’s two most 
decorated men], Warren Brown, Myrtle Lowder, Alice Hummel, Laura 
Palmer, William Goudy, James McMahon, David Jones,  Alice Foster, John 
Boone, Dorothy Hull, William Frickel, Donna Booth, Elizabeth Farrell,  Van  
Walker, Raymond Kennedy, Owen B. Hill, Charles Turley,  James  Wynne, 
Thomas Broderick, Joe Bressler, Grady Murray, Pearl Tharaldson, Dana 
Pearson and Garfield Wilkinson II, Michael Wargo, Robert Shields, 
Marion and Jim Cuddeback,  Keith Christen, Allyn Johnson, Arthur Jacoby, 
Fran Labate, and William Winkler. Thanks, everyone. 
 
The collator is especially indebted for the technical advice, editing, sugg-
estions, harassment and encouragement so freely provided by his daug-
hters Maureen Stoeckert and Amelia (Amy) Valentini. 
 
Shirley Stoeckert’s supervision, contributions and helpful criticism 
assured us that we were on track and developing a reasonably accep-
table album.  
 
The untiring efforts and patient assistance of these ladies during the 
album developing process was immeasurable and appreciated beyond 
words. Especially now that it is done.  Thanks, ladies and everyone else, 
you did good! 
 


