
 

 

 
 

 

 

I was a 13 year old Army Paratrooper  

and a 16 year old Sailor 
 



 

 

 
 

 

SECTION 1 

 

This documents my Civilian and Military education history: My 

education is unique because of changing schools, due to family 

separation, moving to other cities, and the death of my Mother, when I 

was eleven years old; this caused me to be behind in school grades. I was 

thirteen years old and only completed the fourth grade, because while I 

was in the fifth grade I was promoted to the eight grades and was 

informed that if I completed the eighth grade, I would be promoted to 

the ninth grade the following year. I never completed the fifth or the 

eighth grade. I joined the U. S. Army during the school year. After 

serving three years in the U.S. Army, I joined the U. S. Navy and 

completed thirty years military service.  After retiring from the Military, 

I Retired from General Electric Company here in Wilmington, North 

Carolina, with over twenty five years’ Service in the Nuclear Field. 

 

 

 

  

Charles Richard Ogle in Big Piney, Missouri School Yard, first grade 



 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Charles Richard Ogle 

Second grade  

 Neosho, Missouri  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ogle 



 

 

 
 

SECTION 2 

U. S. Army History 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

For my sake, the love of my Country and for the admiration of my two 

brothers that were serving our Country in the Navy and Army, in WWII 

plus the fact that my Mother had passed away, I wanted to join the 

Military at an earlier age, but I had to wait until I became 13, and big 

enough in order to enlist in the Army in 1946. 

 

In Waynesville, Missouri in March 1946, I went to the post office to pick 

up the mail, and got into a conversation with an Army recruiting 

Sergeant who was writing down all the information that we were talking 

about. I soon realized that he was recruiting me into the Army. I went 

along with him thinking that if I can lie to him about my age of 17 and 

get by with it, so be it. 

 

We went to the County Courthouse, before a Judge, that was up in age 

and that knew my family. He mistook me for my Brother John and 

verified that I was 17. 

 

The Sergeant gave me induction papers for me to get my Fathers 

signature on. After giving the Sergeant the signed papers, I was 

transported by Army carryall to Springfield, Missouri for testing. After 

passing the written test, I was transported to Jefferson Barracks, St. 

Louis Missouri by train 

  

After passing the physical, I was sworn into the Army, and transported 

to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas by train.  To be issued Military clothing, 

Then I was transported by train to Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 

Maryland for Army basic training.   



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Completed Army Basic Training  

18 May 1946 

 

13 year old Private Ogle, Completed Army Basic Training and was 

transferred to Germany on The  SS Annotch Victory ship In June1946 

and  arrived in Le Havre, France.  Pvt. Ogle was transported to 

Marburg, Germany by troop train. While awaiting orders for assignment 

to Paris, France, Ogle Joined the 508th Parachute School and was 

transported by truck to Frankfurt, Germany for basic Airborne Training.  

After weeks of airborne training and packing five parachutes that Ogle 

had to jump, Ogle was awarded his parachute wings, and was assigned 

to the 508th parachute Infantry Regiment. The 508th was an honor 

guard Regiment and duties composed of guarding vital military 

installations. In November 1946, the 508th was disbanded and ordered 

back to the 82nd Airborne Division, stationed at Fort Bragg, North 

Carolina. The Regiment left Bremerhaven, Germany by ship, the USNS 

General Sturgis, arriving in New York harbor on November 14, 1946. 

The regiment was transported by ferry to Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, 

where at midnight on November 14, 1946, Pvt. Ogle, celebrated his 



 

 

 
 

fourteenth Birthday.  Later on, the 508th was transported by truck convoy to Fort 

Bragg, N.C. Pvt. Ogle was assigned to the 325th Glider Infantry Regiment and 

later assigned to the 504th parachute Infantry Regiment. 

 
Pvt. Charles Ogle, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment 

Frankfurt, Germany 1946 

 

  

 



 

 

 
 

 

Pvt. Ogle, Frankfurt, Germany 1946 

 

After returning to Fort Bragg, North Carolina I was assigned to the 

325th Glider Inf. Regiment, awaiting orders for further transfer to an 

airborne Regiment. While awaiting assignment I was told by my fellow 

paratroopers that I had the garments an infectious disease. While in 

Europe being 13 years old, scabies was rampant and being 14 years old 

now with a fourth grade education and not knowing what garments was 

and afraid of infecting others, I went to sick call and informed the Doctor 

that I had the garments, the Doctor asked me again and I said that I 



 

 

 
 

had the garments, the Doctor asked me to show him and I told him I 

didn’t know, only that my buddies said that I had an infectious disease. 

The Doctor said that I was covered with garments and the barracks 

would be quarantined.  This did not go over well with the ones that told 

me that I had the garments. They asked where I came from and when I 

told them Missouri, and that I was a farmer, they said “that’s figures” . 

This joke on me, backfired on my fellow paratroopers, I wonder what 

they would say if they only knew I was 14 years old at the time. The 

quarantine was lifted later on that day. 

 
14 year old Pvt. Ogle, RA 17 19 47 83 Support Company 

 504th Airborne Infantry Regiment  

Fort Bragg, NC. 1947 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Pvt. Ogle Completed Cook and Baker School in 1947, 

 I am 14 years old. 

 

 
While attending Cook and Baker School, The mess Sergeant told me and 

another student to go across the camp to another mess hall and inform 

the mess sergeant to give him back the weaner stretcher that he loaned 

him. That mess sergeant told us that he loaned it to another mess 

sergeant and for us to go to another mess hall and inform that mess 

sergeant to give us the weaner stretcher. This mess Sergeant said that if 

we idiots didn’t have anything  else better to do, he would find us 

something, and to get out of his sight, or he would have us put in the 

stockade. My excuse for being stupid was that I was 14 years old; I don’t 

know what the other soldier’s was 

 

 



 

 

 
 

           
T/5 Ogle Support Company 504th Airborne Infantry 

Regiment 82nd ABN DIV. FT. Bragg, NC. 1947 

14 years old 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Sgt. Ogle putting on his parachute at marshalling area 

Pope Airforce base, NC 

1948 



 

 

 
 

 
Sgt. Ogle Support Company 

504th Airborne Infantry Regiment 

Fort Bragg, N.C. 1948 

15 years old 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

T/4 Ogle, boarding a C82 (Flying Boxcar) plane    At Pope Airforce Base, 

NC 1948, 15 years old 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

T/4 Ogle, in center, preparing to make a parachute jump, at  

At Pope Airforce Base, NC 1948, 15 years old  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
T/4 Ogle, third row from top second from right 

 

Class Photo 



 

 

 
 

 

15 year old T/4 Ogle with ice cream outside barracks at 

NCO School, Fort Benning, GA. 1948 

 

Note: Parachute wings around neck 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

T/4 Ogle, after completing NCO School transferred to 
“H” Company 504th airborne infantry regiment as a 

Buck sergeant. 



 

 

 
 

 
82nd Airborne Sgt. Ogle, standing to the right of the cook Dressed in 

white on the right. 15 years old 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Sgt. Ogle, airborne cadre 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Due to the Army rating structure change, 15 year old Sgt. Ogle is now 

Cpl. Ogle and completes AIR TRANSPORTABILITY SCHOOL 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Sgt/Cpl. Ogle with new Cpl. Chevrons 

Due to Army rating structure change 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Support Company 

504th Airborne Infantry Regiment 

82nd Airborne Division 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

1948 Yearbook 

 

 

Sgt. Ogle 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

SECTION 3 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

I was honorably discharged from the Army in March of 1949, I joined the 

Navy in May of that same year. I was transported by train to the 

USNTC, San Diego, California for boot camp. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Base transportation pool 



 

 

 
 

 

Yates and Ogle at USNTC, San Diego, Calif. 1950 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Boxing aboard the USS Fulton AS-11 

 

 

Ogle 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

                     



 

 

 
 

 
 

CTF-95 

Commander United 

Nations Blockading and 

Escorting forces Pacific 

(COMBLOCCORTFORPAC) 



 

 

 
 

 
 

CTF-95 Shifted his flag to Flagship Delta 

 
USS Delta AR-9 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Jap driving License 

 

 
       PROMOTED TO QUARTERMASTER                                                                                               

SECOND CLASS (QM2) ON JANUARY 1, 1955 By CTF-95 Chief of Staff 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

  
 

Quartermaster second class Ogle, aboard USS George Clymer, APA-27, 

docked at San Francisco, Calif. Awaiting assignment to COMTRANDIV 

32 as flag allowance, aboard the USS Whetstone, (LSD-27) 1955 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

CHARLES AND ROSA WERE MARRIED JANUARY 22,’57 

 

     

ROSA MARIA MATA OGLE 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Back of Discharge 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

PROMOTED TO CHIEF SIGNALMAN ON MAY 16, 1961ON BOARD 

THE USS TWEEDY DE-532

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

SON JOHN RAYMOND OGLE BORN,AT USNH,PORTSMOUTH,VA, 

ON MAY 10,1960 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

DAUGHTER ELIZABETH MARIA OGLE,BORN AT 

USNH,PORTSMOUTH,VA ON JUNE 21,1962 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Completed Naval Reserve Recruiting and Retention course at  

U. S. Naval base, Charleston, S.C. 
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2730 Burnett, Blvd. Wilmington, NC 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Promoted to Permanent Signalman Chief 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Military I. D. Card 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Chief Ogle 

USNRTC leading Chief 

Wilmington, NC 

 



 

 

 
 

 

BACK OF DISCHARGE 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Richard Vincent Ogle born at Cape Fear 

 Memorial Hospital on May 10, 1966 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 SECTION 4 

Civilian history 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

SECTION 5 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Charlie Ogle training KKL new fuel inspectors on moving 

RA  inner fuel container by use of a 4 legged sling. 

 

 

Charlie Ogle  

General Electric Quality Assurance Lead Auditor 



 

 

 
 

 

 

   

Charlie Ogle GE, Supervisor MRB/Receiving Inspection. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Charlie Ogle GE, ANSI N.45.2.5 Certified Level III Fuel Specialist 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Charles Ogle GE Site Specialist Level III 

Washington Public Supply System (WPSS) 

Hanford at Richland, Washington. 



 

 

 
 

 

General Electric Design Draftsman Charlie Ogle 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Charlie Ogle, General Electric Co. 

ANSI N45.2.6 Nuclear Fuel Site Specialist Level III 

Going to a Nuclear Fuel Site 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
David English and Charlie Ogle , GE Customer Service Reps. 

 

Charlie Obtained Certifications at 

Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

1976 CERTIFICATION 



 

 

 
 

 

1984 CERTIFICATION  

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Ogle, completed a GE, Quality Control Course for under water disassembly and reassembly of a channeled fuel 

bundle. 



 

 

 
 

 

Ogle, completed a GE, TECHICAL COURSE FOR UNDERWATER DISASSEMBLY REASSEMBLY OF A CHANNELED FUEL BUNDLE 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

ANSI N.45.2.6 Charlie Ogle on left at 

Peach Bottom Nuclear Plant 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

SECTION 6 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

  

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

NOTE: I am not entitled to code numbers for awards 28 

and 30. Charlie 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

SECTION 7  

 

Noble Charlie Ogle 



 

 

 
 

 

Sudan Drum and Bugle Corps 

Arab Shrine Club 

  Wilmington, NC 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Pepe, Aleada, Rosa. Charlie and Freddie 

Charlie 

Ogle 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

32nd degree Ogle 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Charlie Ogle 

There comes a time in our lives where we meet, know, work with, or live 

with a special person who has performed beyond the norm of society. 

Such a person that I knew and worked with was retired Chief Petty 

Officer Charlie Ogle who at the age of 13 joined the US Army. His 

stories about his life and career are incredible and for all of us who have 

been a part of Charlie’s life we will never see this again. 

Charlie Ogle and I were hired by GE on the same day in 1969 and what 

a day that was for us. Charlie earlier retired from the Navy as a Chief 

Petty Officer with 20 years’ active service then later attended Cape Fear 

Technical College to study drafting and design and later graduated in 

1971 with an associate’s degree in applied science. He managed to work 

in the drafting room on second shift and since I started on second shift 

we would both see each other quite often. I would often talk to Charlie 

about his experience in the Navy and he told me he had a lot of stories 

and he surely did! 

Our GE careers took a different twist but with a strange fate as our 

paths crossed at the end of our careers. Charlie was recruited into the 

Customer Relation/Audit section of the Nuclear Fuel business. He 

traveled to sites, worked with customers and did internal audits for 

about 15 years. My career path was in Production Control and 

Production Planning both in the nuclear business and Aircraft Engines.  

In 1991 I was working in aircraft engines and I had an opportunity to 

return to Nuclear. I applied for a position in the Customer 

Relation/Audit section and I was accepted. As luck would have it I 

returned to the same Quality section that Charlie had earlier worked 



 

 

 
 

prior to his retirement.  I followed up on his audit work and knew his 

work was very good if not exceptional. It felt good to be in Charlie’s path 

as he was a respected colleague and was known in the business as a 

great auditor. 

Before I returned to Nuclear, a young lady who was a recent high school 

graduate came to work with our group as a temporary employee in 

Aircraft.  Her name was Elizabeth Ogle her father was Charlie Ogle who 

I worked with and knew for many years. Elizabeth was lovely, bright, 

and smart, had a good work ethic and did a great job as everyone in the 

office loved her. What an attitude that was always helpful with our 

team. Eventually she became a full time GE employee and when I 

retired she became the Administrative Assistant for Global Nuclear 

Fuel’s CEO which was a wonderful move for her and her family. Charlie 

was proud of his daughter for all her hard work and Elizabeth remains 

in that position today. 

Charlie was born in Big Piney Missouri 1932 in the days of the great 

depression. His Mother passed away when Charlie was a young child 

and he was raised by his Aunt and sometimes father who had earlier 

divorced his Mother. He had no stable home life and moved from town to 

town and according to Charlie left to his devices as a youngster. His two 

older brothers were in the military during WWII and from them he got 

the idea that the military would be a good move for him.  One afternoon 

he went downtown to the local post office for a package. At this time 

Charlie was 13 years old and the year was 1946. He talked to the Army 

recruiter in the post office and told the recruiter he wanted to join the 

Army. The recruiter gave him some papers that he needed his father to 

sign attesting to the fact that Charlie was 17.  



 

 

 
 

Charlie had his father sign the papers attesting that he was indeed 17. 

The family was against it but Charlie finally convinced the family that 

the military was the best thing for him. The recruiter needed the Judge 

at the courthouse to verify the papers with the judge’s approval. Charlie 

and the recruiter went to see the elder judge and the judge signed the 

papers telling the recruiter and Charlie that it was good to see “John” 

again. The judge thought Charlie was John who was his older brother 

and all was well with the recruitment papers. They were properly 

signed, witnessed and documented with the recruiter.  

 Charlie was on the way to the Army as a 13 year old. He went to 

Springfield Missouri where he took his entrance exam and passed the 

test. This was quite remarkable as he was in the 5th grade the last year 

he attended school. In those days in Missouri if you traveled from town 

to town in the school year, a student would be held back and not 

promoted to the next grade. He was promised by his school that he 

would be in the 8th grade but that never happened. Charlie was 

convinced that any future school work was not for him! 

Charlie arrived in Europe after training in Aberdeen Maryland and he 

went to France and Germany for airborne training. After this training 

Charlie was now 14 and was promoted to Corporal. In November of 1946 

his special unit, the 508 parachute regiment was disbanded and he 

returned to New Jersey where he was reassigned to Fort Bragg and 

joined the 325th a glider infantry regiment where he was once again 

promoted. Charlie was assigned to the 82nd Airborne, 504 regiment. At 

the tender age of 14 Charlie was now a Sergeant. He commented to me 

that he was a “lean mean fighting machine meaner than hell” and the 

Army was easy compared to his life on the farm. Life on the farm was 

tough as Missouri was backward and he did not have a stable home, 



 

 

 
 

opportunities and family conditions in the state were terrible. The 

military was a blessing for him as he received his education, meals, 

lodging and clothing and had a purpose in life. The Army was now his 

home. 

In 1949 Charlie left the Army as his recruitment was over and went 

back home to Missouri for a visit. He thought about returning to the 

Army but this time he tried to join the Navy and was accepted into the 

fleet. His goal was to have a change of scenery and learn skills that 

would help him later in his life. As Charlie told me the only skills he was 

learning in the Army was how to kill people and he wanted more from 

life. In 1949 he completed Navy Boot Camp in San Diego, California and 

stayed in San Diego until 1951 where he was assigned to the USS 

Fulton serving on this ship until 1953. Charlie’s career in the navy after 

1953 was with the following ships. USS Prairie, USS Stribling, USS 

Fulton, USS Tweedy, USS George Clyman, USS Delta, USS Piedmont, 

USS  Whetstone, and USS Pickaway.  

Charlie as a seaman visited Spain, Suez Canal, Gulf of Aden, Persian 

Gulf, Italy, France, Japan, South Korea, Newfoundland, Jamaica, 

Havana, Haiti, St. Johns, St. Croix, Puerto Rico and countless ports in 

the United States. In 1953 he was stationed on the USS Stribling and 

USS Prairie where these ships participated in the Korean War 

Operations in the Sea of Japan, Yellow Sea and the west coast of Korea. 

This duty was completed in 1954 when he returned to Japan. 

Charlie was promoted to Quartermaster 2nd class in 1955 and was 

assigned to the US Naval Receiving Station San Francisco and later 

assigned to San Diego. In 1957 Charlie went to Whiting Field, Milton 

Florida and was married to Rosa Maria Mata the love of his life. From 



 

 

 
 

this marriage there were three wonderful children one of which it was 

my pleasure to work with for many years. In 1958 Charlie left Florida 

and went to Norfolk where he served on the destroyer USS Wallace Lind 

and while on the ship Charlie received his high school GED. 

1960 Charlie attended a leadership school and in that year on board the 

USS Tweedy Charlie was promoted to Chief Petty Officer. That 

accomplishment was a serious big deal in the navy as most veterans 

know that ships at sea are run by the Chiefs. Next to the Captain the 

Chiefs are the most respected men in the Navy and it takes a lot of hard 

work and effort to obtain that rank. Charlie was very proud of this 

accomplishment! 

Following the tour on the USS Tweedy in 1962 Charlie went to 

leadership school and in 1963 he was transferred to the Wilmington 

Naval Training Center where he was the leading Chief Petty Officer 

Signal Man for the unit. At this location he received his North Carolina 

High School Certificate in 1964. Charlie transferred to the US Navy 

Fleet Reserve in 1966 and officially retired in 1976. A career that can 

only be defined as exemplary.  

I knew Charlie well at work and everyone spoke about the Chief with a 

certain reverence as he was a respected veteran and an outstanding 

employee. He was neat and sharp in his dress and always wore shoes 

that were shined to a mirror finish. The swagger and walk was all navy 

and when he was in the audit world he was serious business.  There was 

never a moment at GE where Charlie did not represent the company in 

its best interest. He worked very hard to give all employees in his 

presence his best effort and his honesty and diligence was his 

trademark. During those years I heard so much about Charlie in the 



 

 

 
 

Army at 13 and his career. Most of us at work did not believe all the 

stories but as the years moved forward I learned that these stories were 

indeed true. I thought that men who joined the service at 17 were special 

but 13 was not even conceivable. My thoughts were how a young kid at 

13 can have the nerve, stamina and strength for such a task. I know I 

did not possess those skills at 13 and how Charlie did this is remarkable. 

I have written stories and interviewed men and women I knew who were 

in WWII and most were young 17 or 18 but not 13. I tried to place myself 

at Charlie’s age of 13 and where and what I was doing. At 13 years of 

age I was in the eighth grade and the only thing I cared about was 

school, sports, working at my dad’s store and fishing and hunting. I 

knew of no one at that age at my school that had enough maturity to go 

into the Army much less jump out of airplanes with a heavy back pack 

and a weapon. Are you kidding me! I have talked about Charlie amongst 

my veteran buddies and all tell me that Charlie should be honored and 

placed into the “hall of fame” because there might not be another 

veteran in the United States that has his pedigree. Charlie told me that 

when he reached 33 in 1966 he had his 20 years in the service and trying 

to explain this to navy personnel officers and changing his birth date 

was not easy. I am sure they looked at his record in the service and 

asked the question “how did you do this' '? 

To write this story is an honor for all the veterans who served 

overcoming their personal issues. It tells a story about a young boy who 

had very little family and was raised in the wash of the great depression. 

I personally cannot place myself in Charlie’s shadow as I never knew 

poverty like Charlie knew and experienced. Charlie had little home life 

and the way for him to get ahead in life for him was almost impossible to 

obtain. As Charlie told me about the only thing he could do was to get 



 

 

 
 

married at 14 and live a scrabbled life as a poor farmer. The military 

was his way to live a normal life and Charlie took the road to normalcy 

via the Army and the Navy. His travels and stories are legendary and 

his impact on his family is remarkable. A wonderful employee, father 

and mentor for all that worked with him. What a story for the ages and 

for this achievement in his life Charlie Ogle is my hero. 

NOTE: it's people like John Baldwin that made working at General 

Electric pleasurable.  John was an asset to the company and employees. 



 

 

 
 

 

Chief Ogle 2020 


